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NTT; H EN & ollowing P 
& 5 were at leres Por 
| : AR 1 were not deſigned for P 
lick View; end that they now 
i ia the Light,” is not. owing to any Valus 
the Author (puts upon them, but to the 
Deſtres of ſome, who thought they might 
prove | ufeful. for the Promoting Vnity 
and Peace in the Church, and to whom, 
both upbn the account of bis Efteem for 
them, and the Inftances of fencere Friem. 
hip he bad received From them, be lay 
\ under ſuch Obligations" as not to he ca- 
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12 of. denying. their Requeſts. Whyt 


ntertainment they will meet with from 
ry and contentious World, the Au. 
char is uncertain. They are not deſign- 
ed to be the Subject of Debate, but as 
a means to procure in ſome meaſure the 
ReS$oration of our Iſracl' Peace And 
therefore if any ſhall manifeſt a Tem- 
9 contra to that recammended (by 
ar- Redeemer, as to endedyour the 
keeping open the Churches bleeding 
Wietdds, by appoſing the preſent Un- 
dertaking, 8 will not think bimſelf 
alliged to take: notice of their unchart- 
" table» Diſpoſition, by turning this, the 
Deſign: whereof. is the. advanciny of: our. 
Peace, into q matter of . It. 
h' thut he can approve his Sin- 
n the vearcher * that 
it is not any By End, But che. Pablick 
Good which is his only Aim in Publiſb- 
ing the following Papers; as alſo, that 
he bas an Opportunity of manifeſt ing ta 
10 rk that. oy is not of the number 
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of thoſe who are de uoted to a Party, but 

does. both heartily wiſh and pray for, the: 

Churches Peace, and the Kingdom's. Proſe 

perity, which Two are ſo inſeparably 

joined tagether, that what ſoe ver ſome 

may fancy, ö they are not to be parted — 

He. does not, in the following Diſcourſe, 
| pretend. to dictate to bis Supetiours He 
reverences their M iſdom, and with an 
awful Reſpect to their Commands ſub- 
mits to their Authority. He only pro- 
poſes, with a profound Humility, and 
great Regard. ta the Authority of aur 
Rulers, what he thinks nay be uſeful 
to promote our Common Peace and Pro- 

- ſperity ;.3etin this he does not preſume, 
to Direct thoſe 50 ſat at the Helm, 
either in Church or State, what is the 
proper Province of either as to this. 
; Matter. I. is to be hoped, that All will 
join Hand in Hand, in the pur ſuit: of 
4 Deſign, which tends ſo much to the 
Publick Good, as an Union among ſt 
us muſt certainly do, It 1s therefore 
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The PREVACR. 
to dur \Governours' in general, both Eco 
clefaS#ical and Gerd, that _= a 
e nA. 5 
VI un N 
The . "WR „ene en 
0 e the declining State 7 gi 
and Pioty; d ee has bien heigb 
roned, | by confidering what an Occaſron' 
1 given by our Inteſtine Diviſions, to 
the Enemies f Religion to Bloſpheme”; 5 
a2 ale hom much 5 Proteſtant hw 
tereſt is. weakened by it, and the Popiſh' 
ftrengebened.”'He has ling 8 mourned to 
ee the Churches Wounds rankle more 
and more, © notwithſtanding the healing 
Oyl"which man) excellent Perſons have 
poiwed into them: He ſhould nw de- 
fair of doing any Good after ſo mas" 
15% whoſe > Shves' be is not worthy” to 
aloe, buve been diſappointed in EY 
tempts'\ of this nature 7 did be not 
conſider, that the Ble in nos to the 
| Strong en * Fo to the Swift, but 
Y Nidd that 
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The PR RFACE. 
tbat 60D has the Hrarts of all Men 


in his Hand, to male uſe of whom he 


pleaſeth. Should be foil in the Attempt, 
it is but what has happened to (athens 
before him: If he ſhould ſucceed, be 
will count it the laſting Bleſſing of bis 
Life, that GOD has made bim an 
Inſtrument, if not in altogether healing, 
yet at leaft in ſoftening the Churches 
Wounds, Ib conclude, The Cauſe which 
Ido now undertake, is not the Cauſe 
of a Party, but of that Church of. which 
our Bleſſed Lord is the Bridepyoom, 
and 60 D the Father „ t him-there- 
fore | commit it. If through bit ler- 

90 ſucceed, to his Name be the Glo- 
ry ; but if I de not I an Aways 
pray, that wherein I fail, anat her may 
ſucceed more” happily. / F am miſta- 
ken in my Choice "of the Expedients 
| propoſed for the promoting of Peace and 
Unity ; yet the Excellency of the De- 

ſign, and the Sincerity of one who de- 
w_ 
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clares 'bimfelf'@ Lover of "all good Aten, 
will atone for it, and procure him 4 
eafje Pardon at 'the Hands of all Cha- 
"RI and” 7 eaceable Fs 
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= N Union among Proteſtants: p 
Eq felling the ſame Faith, cho? aber. 
- ing as to ſome things: of Teſs im 
ZZ portance, would not only advance 
the Intereſt of Religion, but con- 
vs ö duce very much to the Welfare of 
the Nation. This many pious Men, both out of 
a Zeal for Religion, and their Country, have a 
great while earneſtly deſired; There was a time; 
when, all Parties being in danger of being over- 
taken by the common Deſtruction, there ſeemed 
a very great diſpoſicion towards it: The Church 
ſhewed her ſelf willing to come to ſome tem- 
er; and the Diſſenters (if ſome few things, they 
ſadged finful, might be laid aſide) ſeemed: wils, 
ting to comply with the 3 Conſtitution a 

"IS: + 
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the Church for Peace ſake. Had this happy [ 


Diſpoſition in both Parties continued, or had the | 


Iron been ſtruck, while it had been hot, our 
Differences had been happily compos'd, and 


there had not been any neceſſity for this At- 
tempt ar preſent. But alas! no ſooner were our 


Fears blown over by the happy Revolution, and 


the Acceſſion of His Majeſty to the Throne, but 
the Inclinations of the Contending Parties to an 


Union abated. It's true, that quickly after the 
Revolution ſome Attempts were made rowards a 
Comprehenſion ; but notwithſtanding the Ad- 
vantages of a Comprehenſion, with a limited 
Toleration, the Attempt was defeated, and the 
Deſign blaſted,” and all ended in an unlimited 
Toleration only. This has indeed skinn'd over 
the Wound, but is far from healing it. The 
Church now thinks her ſelf able to preſerve her 
Conſtitution, without a Comprehenſion; and 


therefore doth not concern her ſelf to do any | 


thing more,' than what has been already done, 


for the Diſſenters. The Diſſenters are eaſy, and 


do not feel the ſmart of their former Proſecu- 
tions, and therefore are contented! with the Li- 
berty they now enjoy. Bath Parties fic ſecure, 


as tho there were no danger. But is all well? 


Is nothing more to be done for the Good of Re- 


" ligton, and the Intereſt of the Kingdom? Cer- 


tainly there is; We are not ſb ſecure, as ſome 


may think us to be; and therefore it is ſtill our 


Intereſt, to ſtrengthen our ſelves againſt what- 
ever Attempts may be made to ruin our Reli- 
gion, and deſtroy our Liberties. This an Union 
among Proteſtants would be one e ffectual means 


to do: For what tends to the leſſening our 
Breaches, to the healing our Diviſions, tends alſo 


to enable us to oppoſe the Attempts our Ene- 
e e e | ole Al + | mies 


-— 


mies may make either to deſtroy the one, or 
Tuin the other. Let us not therefore be averſe 
to that which will be ſo real a Benefit to Reli- 
gion, and ſo great an Advantage to the Kings» 
dom. Did our Dangers once make us inclina- 
ble to unite ? Let it have the ſame effect upon 
us now ; we are perhaps now in as much dan- 
ger as ever, We are told from the Preſs, that 
notwithſtanding all the Endeavouts uſed to pre- 
vent the Growth of Popery amongſt us, the Pa- 
piſts hope they ſhall get it eſtabliſhed ſtill, and 
boaſt that there is nothing in the way to the 
Accompliſhment of their Deſign, but the Life 
of his preſent Majeſty ; And how much has their 
Hope been heighten'd by the irreparable Loſs 
of the Duke of Glouceſter ? It is indeed to be 
hop'd that their Predictions will prove falſe, and 
that God who has hicherto baffled all their At- 
tempts and Deſigns againſt us, will ſtill be the 
Guardian of England, to preſerve us from the 
Violence of thoſe bloody Men; but yet their 
, Confidence ought to make us watchful againſt 
them, by taking thoſe prudent Methods, which 
may be moſt beneficial to us, and diſadvanta- 
geous to them. As therefore the noble Attempts 
of the laſt Parliament to ſecure us againſt them, 
gave Life to theſe Thoughts; ſo it is to this 
Court, the Honour and Safety of the Engliſh Nation, 
we look for Security ſtill, by their purſuing this 
* Deſign, which owes its Life and Original to their 
n Zeal for the Security of the Proteſtant Religion 
of among us. We beſzech you, Men, Brethren and 
: 1 Fathers, by all that is dear and facred to you, 
* 


either as Lovers of Religion or your Country 3 
conſider how neceſſary it is in this Juncture o 
Affairs, by all means poſſible, to ewiſt, as much 
a5 may be, the differing 3 of the Kingdom 
2 4ntg 
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275 one; what an Advantage the effecting this 


Jnion will be to the Intereſt of Religion and 
England ; how. much it will add to the Glory of 
His Majeſty, to have it accompliſhed in his time; 
how. much it will be the Honour of this Parlia- 
ment, thereby to heal our Breaches. Will not 
Afrer-ages, when they remember your Zeal for 
the Proteſtant,Religion, and the Church's Peace, 
riſe up and call you Bleſſed ? When we conſider 
theſe things, we cannot but hope that, thofe 
will cheriſh this Deſign, who gave Life to it; 
and that they will not ftifle in the Birth what 
owes its Conception to them, | a * 
There are three things attempted in the fol- 
ne rm ns 
1. There are ſome Reaſons offered, to ſhew 
the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity of attempting 
this Work hall Sur Breaches by a Compre- 

nan, - e 2 Seton 
4. What may be fairly objected. againſt it, is 
imparcially conſidered and diſeufted = 
++ 3+ Some Methods are propofed, which may, 
bythe Bleſling of God, be uſeful for the effect- 
ing this Union. But if in this Part we ſhould 
ſeem too particular in the Propoſals offered, and 
thereby to preſume to dictate to our Superiors ; 
we beſeech the Reader to conſider, that we ut- 
terly diſclaim any ſuch thing; we only lay down 
there What, by Converſe wich Men and Books, 
we find is generally excepted againſt by the Dif: 
enters, and do humbly propofe what we believe 
would be moſt ſatisfactory to them. We have 
indeed added the Reaſons offered by the Church- 
men for, and by the Piſſenters againſt the nz 
xcepted againſt, that by ſetting things in this 
iht, our Superiors, whoſe Wiſdom we admire, 
1110 which we ifitirely ſubmit, may Judge the 
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better of the Deſires of the Diſſenters, whethe 
it be reaſonable to gratify them in the things 
they except againſt, or no. There might be 
many Reaſons urged, to ſhew the Reaſonable- 
neſs and Neceſſity of this Union; but we ſhall 
confine our ſelves to theſe following. 
re 1. Now, if ever, is the time of effetting and com- 
paſſing this Union. It was a current Opinion a- 
r | mong ſome of the Ancient Philoſophers, That 


there is a Golden and Critical Moment in every 

Man's Life, which if he be wile to lay hold on, 

c 7 may be to his Benefit and Advantage during his 

\ 9 Abode on this ſide the Grave; but that if he let 
this ſlip, it might never return any more. To 

apply this to the Caſe in hand: This ſeems to 


/ „ be the critical time of effecting and bringing 
aVbout this Union; we have now a King ſitting 
at the Helm, who is diſpoſed to concur with us 
"I in every thing that may be for our good, and 
; ; whoſe Glory it ſeems to be, That he is the 


great Support and Defence (under God) of the 
Proteſtant Religion ; and who therefore, we 
have reaſon to hope, would ' concur with the 
Kingdom, in a matter ſo beneficial to the Good 
thereof, and fo neceſſary for the promoting 
and ſtrengthening the Proteſtant Intereſt among 
us. To this I may alſo add, That- as it doth | 
appear by the Law paſſed the laſt Seſſion againſt 
the Papiſts, that our Supreme Court of Legilla- 
ture did then conſiſt of worthy, Men, who were 
concerned for the Intereſt of Religion ; whoſe 
Concurrence therefore we had geilen to expect 
in ſo good a Work as this; ſo We hope, that the 
number of theſe worthy Patriots will not be di- 
miniſh ed but much increaſed in the approachin 
Parliament. We have alſo now in the Church 
a bright Conſtellation of Stars of the firſt Mag- 
1 | TI W nitude, 
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nitude, Men of Renown for God, famous in 
their Day for Piety, Learfiing and Moderation, 
whoſe Lives are the Tranſcript of the Word they 
preach, who are in eminent Stations in the 


Church, and ſo in a Capacity to forward and 


promote an Union. There is now Peace abroad, 
and therefore Leiſure at home to ſet about it, 
Can we ever wiſh for a more favourable Con- 
junction of happy Circumſtances for its effect- 


ing, than now there is? This is therefore the 


moſt favourable Juncture, that can be put into 
our Hands, for the accompliſhing this great Af- 
fair. But if we let this Opportunity ſlip, we 
know not whether ever we may have another 
fuch put into our Hands. And how long this 
may laſt, we know not ; the King's Breath is in 


his Noſtrils, and when He is dead, we know not - 


who may come after. For tho” it is to be ho- 
ped, that the preſent Branches of the Royal Fa- 
mily. have ſeen ſo much of the miſchief of our 
preſent and paſt Diviſions, that they would en- 
deavour to compoſe our Breaches; yet if we con- 
fider the uncertainty of Human Life, and other 
Circumſtances, it is no way ſafe to delay the ac- 
compliſhing this Work to another Reign: For 
if we lip our preſent Opportunities, we may 
hereafter repent ir, when it is too late, Poſt eſt 
occaſio calva. 8 

2. This Union will be the moſt effectual means to ſe- 
eure the Proteſt ant Religion againſt the Deſigns of Pa- 
bi and others. The Papiſts have been in all 
Reigns contriving the Ruin of the Proteſtanc 
Religion and Intereſt in England; and to ac- 


compliſh their Deſigns, have been continually. 


improving our Diviſions againſt. us. This has 


been the great Engine they have made uſe of to. 
oreign 
Parts, 


ruin the Proteſtant Religion, both in F 


Le 
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Parts, and here at home. To this end, they 


have kindled and fomented the Flames of Divi- 
ſion continually among us. I think it might be 
eaſily manifeſted, that the Papiſts have been, at 
the bottom of all thoſe Diviſions, which have, 
and ſtill do waſte and weaken the Proteſtanc 
Intereſt in theſe Kingdoms. By this means, what 
they cannot do, either by the force of Arms or 


_ dint of Argument, they are in hopes to accom- 


pliſh by our own inteſtine Diviſions. They 
know the Advantage of acting by that Maxim, 
Divide and Rule. They know there is nothing 
can undermine the Reformation, like that. Tho' 
they forbid their Followers to conſult the Scrip- 
cures, yet in this they conſult them themſelves ; 
for we find they are not unacquainted with our 

Saviour's Policicks, who has told us that a King- 
dom divided againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand. It 
therefore our Differences and Diviſions among 
our ſelves are ſo very advantageous to the Po- 
piſh Deſigns of ruining the Proteſtant Religion, 
and are the great Engines by which they are 
endeavouring to accompliſh this their Helliſh 
Contrivance ; then certainly it is an Union a- 
mong our ſelves, that alone can moſt effectually 
diſappoint and baffle them. Let us make what 
Laws we will againſt them, we ſhall never root 
out that reſtleſs Generation of Men from among 
us, unleſs we unite among our ſelves ; for ſo long 


as they can crumble us into pieces, they will be 


ſtill hoping, that at laſt the happy Juncture will 
come, when, weakened by our own Diſſentions, 
they ſhall totally deſtroy chat Intereſt, which 
they have already divided. What can therefore 
be done half ſo effectually for the ſecurity of the 
Proteſtant Religion, as to unite us? This is what 
they are moſt afraid of; this is the thing they 
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are uſing their utmoſt Endeavours to prevent: 
This is what alone can make us formidable to 
the Papiſts, and which will blaſt their Hopes 
for ever. This is therefore what every zealous 
Proteſtant ſhould endeavour after, and pray for 
the accompliſhing of. | | 
3. This Union will be à great means of compoſing 
the Civil Differences and Fattions, which do tontinually 
wex and diſturb the State. Factions in the State, 
have very often their Riſes from FaQions in Re- 
ligion; and if they have not always their Riſe 
from them, yet very often they are heightened 
by them. Differences in Religion make Men 
jealous and afraid of one anocher; and-fear of 
each other naturally produces Cruelty to each 
other. The Church is afraid of being undermi- 
ned by the Diſſenters, and therefore they think 
it their Prudence to keep them under; the Diſ- 
ſenters are afraid of the Church, that they, if 
it: were in their power, would deprive them of 
the Liberty they now enjoy to worſhip Goll ac- 
cording to the Dictates of their own-Conſciences, 
and therefore they think it their Prudence to do 
what they can to curb and leſſen their Authori- 
ty, or even quite to overthrow it. From theſe 
Counter: deſigns of the differing Parties, proceed 
very often State- Factions: For, on the one hand, 
the Church uſeth her Authority to cruſh thoſe, 
who ſhe believes are endeayouring to undermine 
het; and on the other hand, the Diſfenters are 
uſing their Artifices to ward off the Blow, and 
ſecure themſelves, or perhaps to return it it they 
have opportnnity. By theſe Counter- adtings of 
the two differing Factions, the State is very of- 
ten embtoiled and weakened. If therefote be · 
teen theſe two Parties there could be any agree- 


ment, if there were found any common Baſis in 
whtotr 


4 
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hich they niiglit center, all choſe Broils, which 
are occaſioned in the State by theſe Breaches 
and Diviſions, would be prevented. Then the 
Diſſenters would not be afraid of the Church- 
men, nor the Church men of the Diſſenters, for 
that they would be cemented into one Body; 
and what a mighty ſtrengthening this would be 
to the State, I leave to the Judgment of any one 

Frolerably verſed in Politicks. | 
4. This Union would promote that furt ber Proſect 
7 of a Civil Union with Scotland. This is a Project, 
3 which has as often miſcarried hitherto, as it has 
been attempted. I do nor pretend to determine, 
whether ſuch an Union will be of Advantage 
to the Kingdom, or no; I love not to meddle 
with things beyond my Sphere, I cherefore 
leave the determination of this to thoſe, who 
Z underſtand this matter better chan (I confeſs) I 
1 do; but in cafe, fuch an Union be deſigned, 
- and will be advantageous to us, there is nothing 
like to make the Attempt ſucceſsful, ſo much 
as an Union in Religion among our ſelves. There 
are three . things, neceſſary to incorporate two 
People, That their King, Laws and Religion 
ſhould be the ſame ; where any, of theſe are diſ- 
ferent, or diſtin&, it will prove almoſt impoſſi- 
ble to incorporate two People any other way 
than by ſubduing the one to the other by Con- 
- queſt, A Difference in any one of theſe three 
things will render all Treaties of Union ineffe- 
+ cual. Now in reſpe& of the preſent State of 
the two Kingdoms of England and Scotland, they 
have the ſame King, and have” ſo had for the 
ſpace of almoſt an hundred Years; there is there- 
fore no hindrance of this Union can ariſe from 
thence. As to the Laws of either Kingdom, 
what Difficulties may ariſe from thence to the 
hindrance of this — and the Means to ob- 
viate 
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Tommon Faith The only way ro heal this Dif- 


Union among our ſelves: For if the Church of 


ches of England and Scotland were effected, it 


[10 


viate them, I leave to the Lawyers to conſider. 
But yet, as I ſuppoſe, the Laws of both King- 
doms are grounded upon Juſtice and right Rea- 
ſon; and therefore in reſpect of their Equity, and 
the Juſtice of them, are ſubſtantially the ſame; Uni 
ſo I believe the Difficulcies, ariſing from this Di- — 
verſity in the Laws, may be ſurmounted by the — 
ſtrenuous Endeavours of the Learned in the Law | Diſ, 
in either Kingdom. The great Difficulty, that ¶ Un 
will therefore lie in the way of this Union, when- fact 
ever attempted, will ariſe from the Difference of ir 4 
Religion in either. Tho' both Kingdoms are | deſc 
Proteſtants, and their Faith and Religion ſub- 
ſtantially che ſame ; yet the Diſcipline and Modes ür 


of Worſhip in either Kingdom are different; ¶ gur 


and this will render all Treaties of Union ver of 
difficult, if not 1mpoſlible to be effected, uoſebs | 

ſome Expedient be found out to compoſe and i} g@y 
heal this mighty Difference; for Men have a | pret 
greater regard to, and generally are fonder of }* 5 
#hbir. particular Diſciplines and Rites, than their 


ference, will be by uniting (if poſſible) both 
Churches; and the way to this Union, is an 


England opens her Arms ſo wide, as to embrace 
apd receive into her Communion all thoſe reaſo- 
nable and pious Perſons, who now ſeparate from Þ 
her, as (crupling, ſome things the enjoyns her 
Members; it may be reaſonably ſuppoſed, hat 
then the Church of Scotland may be brought to 
comphy alſo, with her Terms, ſeeing the Rea- 
ſans, why. the Church of Scotland differs from 
that of England, are much the ſame with thoſe 
which, the Diſſenters in England alledge againſt 
Communion with her. And if once an Union in 
Liſcipline.and. Worſhip, between the two Chur- 


n 3 would 229 
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| preſent is fo wide. 


[i], 


1 would be a very great ſtep to a Civil Union 


and Incorporation of the two People. Tho” if 
fach an Union ſhould not be thought advanta- 
geous to us, or if the Attempt made for this 
Union ia the State ſhould fail, it would be a 
very great Advantage to the Church of England, 


if (for a few Alterations in her Worſhip and 


Diſcipline) by the Accompliſhmenr of ſuch an 
Union betwixt che ewo Churches, ſhe could gain 

ſuch a great Enlargement of her Borders. Bur 
if this neither ſhould be the effect of her Con- 
deſcenſion ; yet it will be to our Everlaſting Ho- 
nour, that we in England have thus manifeſted 
our willingneſs, not only to give Satisfaction to 
our weak Brethren at Home; but alſo to come 
to ſuch a Temper, as may be a fir Foundation 
for a more intimate Union betwixt the two Si- 
ſter Churches, between whom the Diſtance at 


F. An Uniow at Home, may further and advance an 
Union between the Lutheran and Calviniſt Churches 
Abroad. Small beginnings have ſometimes had 
very confiderable Effects: And who knows, but 
that, if we here would but ſec the Example, God 
might bleſs us in Exgland, with being the firſt 
Beginners of a Catholick Union among all Pro- 
teſtants? What an Honour this would reflect up- 


Jon the Church of England, to be, by her own 


Example, the Promoter of the Univerſal Peace 
of Iſrael, I leave others to judge. But tho? this 
ſhould" not be the Conſequence of this Union 
here, yet certainly the Reproach of being unable 
to heal her own Breaches wou'd be done away, 
and the Church of England, whoſe Glory is now 
ſullied by the Defection of ſo many of her Mem- 
bers from her, would then be the Honour of Chri- 


ſtianity, and the Glory of the Reformation: She 


would then ſhine by her own Luſtre, and would re- 
1 C2 {embls 


ſemble the City of God above, while that ſhe ap- 
peared to be indeed the Pattern of Primitive Puri- 
ty and Charity : She might then juſtiy challenge 
to her ſelf the Umpirage and Arbitration of the 
Differences Abroad. It was a cutting Reply 
vhich was once made by a foreign Divine to a 
Divine ef our; own Church, who now very 
- worthily fills-one of the Sees thereof, who, when 
he was preſſing, with all the Topicks he could 
make uſe of to that Purpoſe, an Union between 
the Lutherans and Calvinitts, as neceſſary on ma- 
ny Accounts, was took up wich this ſharp Reply, 
That he wondered much to ſee 8 Divine of the Cbureb ef 
England preſs That. ſo much wpon bim, when we, not- | 
withſtanding the Dangers we were in, could not agree 
aur oun Differences, Lit the Church of England (lays 
he farther) heal; ber (wn Briehebes, and then all the 
ref} f tbe Reformed Churches will with great reſpect 
admit of ber Mediation to heal theirs," What a ten- 
dency to Peace Abroad, might the beginnings | 
of Peace here at Home have! Oh that GOP 
would enlighten and direct us, that we might be 
diſpoſed to Peace and Union] There is nothing 
could reflect more Glory on our Church, than 
this; there is nothing can poſſibly raiſe and ad- 
vance her Reputation, among the Reformed g 
Churches Abroad, more than this. 
6. An Union, among all ſeben and reaſonable Chriſi- 
82s, would in a great meaſure prevent thoſe Soul- damn 
ing Errors of 'the Deiſts and Socinians, whireky Re- 7 
ligion is wridermined, and the Faith of tbe Church en- 
dong ered. It is a mournful Conſideration, That 
in 2 Nation, Which -profeſs' themſelves to be 
Chriſtians, damning Errors and Hereſies, ſo in- 
conſiſtent with Chriſtianity, as thoſe of the Soci- 
nian, and Deift are, ſhould grow and ſpread ſo 
fuaſt among the People, It is eaſie to diſcern in 
what Ground theſe Weeds grow. That 2 5 
Gan £ 2 | 22 
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deſtructive Errors, ſo prejudicial to the Souls of. 
Men, and diſhonourable to the Proteſtane Reli- 
gion profeſs'd by us, are. propagated by the Pa- 
piſts, will appear to any who, doth but conſider 
the Nation and Stock from whence the great 
9 the Socinian Cauſe is deſcended.. I am, 


o 


_ credibly informed, that by Nation he is 1riſh, and 


by Stock Popiſh. For, that his Mother was a 
Papift, I was informed by thoſe who lived in the 
ſame Family where he converſed, though under 

a Diſguiſe for a conſiderable time; but yet un- 
der that Diſguiſe, he acknowledged as much to 
the Family, as I have aſſerted concerning him. 


By the way therefore, I think, it as reaſonable, 


that this Betrayer of the Faith of the Holy Jeſus 


| (whoſe Tenets are ſo pernicious, and whoſe Do- 


Qrines are thus oppoſite to the Faith of the Re- 
formed Churches, whoſe. Deſcent is ſo, certain» 
ly. Popiſh, if he himſelf be not, as many are apt 
fo think, a. Pepi## in Orders) ſhould be made an 
Example of Publick Juſtice, as well as thoſe who 
openly , profeſs the Ramiſh Faith: He deſerves it 
more than theſe, in as much as a ſecret Foe is 
more dangerous than an open Enemy. Thus we 
ſee, that thoſe who dare not directly, under a. 
Prote ft ant Government, ſet up for Popery, do by 
indirect Corruptions of our Faith openly endea- 
vour to obtain their Eud. From whence, by 
the way, we may learn, That while we, by our 
Diviſions, are eager to weaken our ſelves, the 
Papiits are not aſleep : but, laying hold of eve- 
ry Opportunity to ruin us. As theſe Opinions, 


are propagated by the PepifF;, ſa we by our A- 


nimoſities and Contentions with each other, give. 
them fit Opportunities of ſpreading their pernici - 
ous Doctrines; to which purpoſe they are daily 
improving the Toleration of Tender Conſciences, 
againſt us all. And what Opportunities do we 

. | | put 


[14] 


put into their Hands to make the beſt Advantage 


of their Time? For, While we ſhould be defend- 


ing the Common Faith, againſt the common Un- 
derminers of it, every one is engaged in the 
Defence of his own'Tenets againft thoſe of his 
Brother, tho” it may be they are not worth the 
defending; and in the mean time the Defence 
of the Common Faith lies neglected. I can 
compare our Caſe to nothing bur a Town on 
fire, where, while every one is endeavouring 
(not to extinguiſh the Fire which burns the 
Town, but) ro ſave his own Houle, the 
whole is conſumed- Thus . Chriftians, while 
they, are every one maintaining their own 


pnneceffary Tenets, neglect the Defence of 


the Common Faith, until they are all in danger 
of being overtaken by, and involved in the 


Common Deſtruction, brought upon us by thoſe 


Underminers of it. If ever we would avoid 
the Miſchiefs which onr inte ſtine Diviſions will 
certainly bring upon us, if not prevented by our 
own Prudence; if ever we would cruſh theſe 


growing Errors, and difappoint thereby the De- 


ſigns of our Enemies; we muſt come to an Uni- 
on and Agreement among our ſelves, If we were 
once united, and the perry Differences among 
us laid aſleep, we ſhould better obſerve-our Op- 
poſers, and be more: at leiſure to defend our 
Faith : Till ſuch an Union be effected, our Re- 
ligion cannot be ſafe, bur we ſhall continually 
be expoſed to the Aſſaults of our Enemies. I 
wiſh therefore we may ſee the Neeeflity of U- 
niting before our Diviſions have fo fat weaken-· 
ed us; that an Union among us will be of no 
rden 5H 0344) 
7. An Union among all pious Chritians, would ve- 
ry much facilitate the Work of Reformation among us. 
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1 The debauching the Manners of Men, is ano» 
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thor Artifice, whereby the Papiſts are endeavou- 
ting to ruin and deſtroy our Religion. They 


know, that the way to make Men of any Reli- 


gion, is, firſt ro make them of None, I make no 
doubt, but that much of that univerſal Deprava- 
tion of Manners, which now we have cauſe to 
lament and bewail, and which is almoſt grown 
too mighty to be maſtered by the utmoſt Efforts 
made againſt it, is owing to the Artifice and 
Contrivance of Papifts, By this general Depra- 
tion of our Manners, the Papiſis have a twofold 
Advantage over our Religion; hereby they have 
Matter afforded for the reproaching the Prote- 
ſtant Religion, as a Sink of Uncleanneſs, and 
all manner of Immorality ; hereby alſo Men are 
diſpoſed to entertain Popery, whenever it ſhall 
obtain the Aſcendency among us: For when 


Mien are once unhinged from every Religion, 


they are qualified for the embracing that Religi- 
on which ſhall be uppermoſt. To diſappoint and 
defeat therefore the Enemies of our Religion, in 
their hopes ariſing from either of theſe Advan- 
tages, it is abſolutely neceſſary that the Practice 
of Religion ſhould be encouraged among us. 
There are indeed great Attempts made to ef- 
fect this difficult and almoſt inſurmountable 
Work; and God has bleſſed the Endeavours that 
have been uſed to bring it to ſome Perfection, 
wonderfully: This is (as a worthy Divine lately 
obſerved) the only thing almoſt that looks with 
2 proſperous Aſpe& upon us. But tho' there are 
many Endeavours uſed with Succeſs to bring a- 
bout this Reformation among us; yet the gne 


Thing needful is {till wanting, viz. An Union a- 
mong ſerious Chriſtians. So long as there are 


Contentions among good Men about 'Triffes, 
there will be thoſe, who, becauſe there are 
Differences in Religion, will believe there 15 


l 


EH I yea 

no Religion; who therefore will live as they 
liſt. I confeſs it is no good Argument, that be- 
cauſe there are Differences in Religion, there- 
| fore there is no Religion: This is as tho), be- 

cauſe, as to all the particular Circumſtances of 
the Nature of any one thing in the World, no 
two Men perhaps in the World are univerſally 


IE agreed, that therefore there is nothing at all in 


the World. It ſhould rather be an Argument, 
That becauſe there are ſo many Diſputes about 
it, there muſt be therefore ſome ſuch thing as Re- 
Iigion: Ignoti nulla cupido. But yet tho? this Ar- 
zument is not conſequential and good, yet it is an 
Argument that by Experience is found to be very 
powerful in ſwaying the corrupt Minds of Men. If 
therefore . we would take off the Prejudices of 
Men againſt Religion, we muſt lay aſide our Heats, 
and compoſe our Differences: Unity is the only 
way. to reform us effeftually, and with ſucceſs. 
Did good Men but conſider how many bad Men 
their Differences make, they would he careful how 
they rend the ſeamleſs Coat of Chriſt lightly. So 
miſchievous are Differences, that ſmall Truths 
mould not divide us eaſily. If we vnderſtand ic 
of Truchs not neceſſary, that was a noble Saying 
of Eraſmus, Adeo inviſæ ſunt mibi diſcordia, ut veri- 
tar etiam content iioſa 2 1 hate Diſcord ſo 
much, that Truth it elf diſpleaſes me when it is 
a matter of Contention. | 
g. Tt is the Intereſt of all Parties, that an Union 
ſbeuld, upon reaſonable Terms, be made between the 
Church men and the ſober Diſſenters, I have often 
admired, that what is ſo much every body's In- 
tereſt, has been ſo much, and by ſo many, oppo- 
Ted: I know no Perſon, but the Papiſt, whoſe In- 
tereſt it is not to promote, bur oppoſe this Union. 
That therefore it has been bitherto prevented, is 
not becaule ir inerferes with the Intereſt T any 
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party of Proteſtants ; but becauſe it interferes 
with che Popiſh Intereſt : Theſe are the Men, who 
by their Artifice and Cunning have hitherto with 
too great Succeſs divided us. Had we but known, 
either what is the Intereſt of Religion, or what 
is our own Intereſt, we ſhould not have fo long 
continued to maintain and keep up our Differences, 
bot ſhould have compoſed them long &er this. To 
illoftrate this Reaſon more fully to the Capacity of 
every Man, I ſhall evidence it to be the ſpecial 
Intereſt, not only of the Church in general, but 
of the Nobility and Gentry in particular ; as alſo 
of the Diſſenters, to join their Endeavours joiatly 
to T1 and bring about this Union. 


1, It is the great Intereſt of the Church-men, 
that this Union ſhould be effected. By this Ad- 
dition of her now ſeparated Brethren, her Beauty 
and Strength would be much increaſed, It is with 

the Church as with a piece of Architecture, the 
larger the Foundations are laid, the more magni- 

ficent and ſtrong the Super ſtructure is like to be. 
There is nothing can render the Church more for- 
" midable to her Enemies, or ſafe againſt their At- 
rempts, than an Union among all ſober Proteſtants ; 
by this means her Diviſions, which give ſuch a 
great Advantage to her Enemies, will be healed, 
and her Borders enlarged, by the Addition of a 
Society of Men who are 7ealons for the Proteſtant 
Faith and (if the Church were but better ac- 
quainted with them) would be found to be capable 
of defending her againſt all thoſe Errors with 
which ſhe is on every ſide attack d, and who would 
therefore join heartily in her Defence againſt the 
Oppoſitions of Papiſts and others. I am ſatisfied, 
that it both ſides were but better acquainte d, ot 
did bur know each other better, there would not 
be that Averſion to Unity which has hitherto 
appeared too much on both fides: It is Prejudice, 
7 , D and 


(718: ] 
and Ignorance of each others Oiſpoſitions, doth on 
hoth ſides keep open the Breach, to the great 
diſadvantage of the Church, and weakening the 


Proteſtant lutereſt. 1 
2. AS it is the great [ntereſt of the Church iu 


general, ſo in a ſpecial manner is it the Intereſt of 
the Nobility, and Gent»y, that this Union ſhould be 
eſſected. In the, Satery and Preſerv2tion of the 
Proteſtant Religion doth conſiſt that Security which 
Theſe have for a great part of their Eſtates ; 
which they mult certaiuly part with, if ever Po: 
pery . ſhould get the upper hand among us. It 
was eſteem'd a great piece of Policy in Herry VIII, 
to dividg the Church. Lands among the Nobility 
and Gentry : This indeed I never look'd on as an 
eſſect of the Policy of that Prince, but rather of 
his laviſn and profuſe * Temper ; but whether. it, 
were ſrom the one or the other, 1 confeſs that, 
under God, it has been the great Security of the 
Proteſt ant Intereſt amoog us. Now it is the Inte- 
reſt even of thoſe who have no regard either to 
the Good of the Church, or the Salvation of their 
Souls, out of a Regard to their Eſtates, to deſend 
and maintain the Proteſtant Religion; becauſe if 
that is overturned among us, they muſt part with 
à very conſiderable part of their Eſtates to the 

former Proprietors of them, We all know the 
Temper and Diſpoſition of the Church of Rome 
too well, to believe that if once they recover our 
Churches, they will patiently permit us to enjoy 
thoſe Lands, without diſturbance, ,which did once 
belong to their Churches, and of which, in Right 
of them, they were then the Poſſeſſors. And if a 
Reſtitution of theſe muſt be made by the preſent 
Owners, what an Ecliple this will be to that Gran- 
deur and Plenty which our Gentry are the Poſſeſ- 
ſors of, | leave to thoſe to judge, who conſider 

t before the Reformation one Ihid Fön the 
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19 
profits of her Lands did belong to the Church. If 
therefore theſe would eſſectually ſecure their E- 
ſtares, they miſt ſecure the Proteſtant Religion; 
for the lutereſt of the one, and of the other, are 
inſeparably joined, And if ever they would ſecure 
the Proteſtant Religion from the Attempts of Ea. 
piſts, and thereby ſecure their Eſtates, they muſt 
unite the Profeſſors of it. For; in the Union of 
theſe doth conſiſt the Strength of the Proteſtant 
Intereſt in England, and by conſequence the ſe· 
curity of the Riches and Grandeur of our Gentry. 
In a word, it is ſo far the Intereſt of Theſe that 
this Union ſhould be accompliſhed; that until this 
be effected, neither our Religion, nor their Eſtates, 
can be ſecure from the reſtleſs Endeavours of the 
Pupiſts. 0 510 2571 28) eig ; 2012 gu ant 
-g-' [et is in à ſpecial manner the lutereſt of the 
Diſlenters, that there ſhould be an Uuion effected 
between the Church men and Them. Nom, ar 
moſt, they are but tolerated; they live at beſt 
but precariouſly, upon the uncertain Bounty of 
their Benefactots; and therefore are neceſlaril 
obliged to he ſubject to the peeviſh Humours 


every fretful Perſon, who has either a Power or 


Will to raiſe Parties or Factions amongſt them. 
But if this Union were effected, they would thei 
become a Part of the preſent ſtabliſnment ; they 
would have a certain and legal Main tenance ; they 
would not then have ſuch a Dependance upon the 


People for it; and therefore would be capable aof 


a freer Exercile of their Miniſtry than nom they 


5 are; they need not then be afraid of diſpleaſing 


every captious Temper, but might with a greater 
ſteedom reprove the Immoralicy of their Auditors 

than now they kan. abel 
9. Thir' Usiom i feaſible; | and eaſy to be | effeffed. 
There is nothing wanting but a peaceable Diſpo- 
ſition in the ſeveral Parties concerned, to effe& 
Aa ang * and 
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and accompliſ it. What is it that divides us ? It 
is no fundamental Article of Faith, or neceſſary 
Duty of Religion; we have all the ſame God, the 
ſame Saviour, the — faith, the fame Baptiſm, 
the ſame Bible; ; we diſagree abott nothing that is 
neceſſary to Religion: All the Difference which 
has fo long divided us, is only about ſome Modes 
of Diſcipline and Worſhip, which are not by either 
Side eſteemed! neceſſary either to the Being or 
Well. ordering of the Worſhip of God; about ſome 
little Things, which by one Side are accounted 
indifferent, by the other Side unlawful, or at leaſt 
inexpedient. What a lirtle matter therefore is 
nired to unice. and heal all our Breaches? Only 
Alteration ufa few unneceſſary Things, which 
the one Side cannot (as they pretend) comply with 
for frar of offending God, as judging them uhlaw- 
ul; whereas the otber fide ldok upon them as 
things indiflerent, which they may retain or abo- 
tiſh-ac their Pleaſure, without any Offence againſt 
God, which therefore they may upon this occaſion 
With withomuffering any Miolence or Wrong 
their Conſcdences And if ever tlie ſe things, 
Which are alterable in their Nature, and diſputa- 
bie as to their Lawfulneſs, are according to their 
Nature to be altered, it is now, when the Com- 
mon Cauſe af Religion, and the Union of the 
Church, doth ſo much call for it. 01309 
Thus have I given ſeveral Reaſons; why an 
Uniod among all ſober and reaſonable Proteſtants 
is abſolocely neceſſatry ſor the Good of the Church, 
and hiter6ff, of Religion. I proceed now, accord- 
ing to the Method I propoſed, 0 conſider what 
ia, br map, wick any: pretence of Nenſon, be al- 
ledged by any againſt it. This I th the mote 
_ . willingly do, that by this means a mutter of ſo 
greut Cuncerument for the Benefit aud Advantage 
| of Religion, ä fer in irs crue ànd Last 
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Light. In performing this part of: the Work, 1 
ſhall, (laying aſide all Prejudice and Partiality, the; 
great Enemies to naked Truth) propoſe what is or 
may be objected againſt the Enn of this Union, | 
in its full Force and Strength. 

Object. 2. It may perhaps be pleaded by ſome, 
that it is beneath the Church to condeſcend fo far, 
as to court ſuch; factious Separatiſts as the Diſſen- 
— are to an Union with her; That it is the Du- 
ty of her ſtubborn and rebellious Sons to return to 
their Obedience, by complying with the innocent 
and laudable Cuſtoms of their Holy Mother; That 
for the Church to forego her Rites and Ceremo- 
nies to pleaſe, a fe faQiovs Perſogs, who, will 
never. be quiet, but are like the troubled Seas, 
which continually. are caſting up Mire and Filth; 
is to expoſe her Authority to Contempt, and to 


make her vile and deſpicable; That the only, way 


to maintain the Honour and Grandeur of the 
Church, is to maintain ber Authority over her 
2 andi te defend ber Rites, agaioft all Op- 
po * Hm Ho 

Reply. There are ſeveral Things contained i in 


this Objection fit to be conſidered: As, That it is 


the Duty of Chriſtians to ſubmit to the innocent 
and commendable Cuſtoms of that Church of 
which they are Members; and, That it is neceſſa- 


ry that the Avtboricy of the Church ſhould: be 


maintained: That at leaſt one way to maintain 
that, is co defend her Rites and Cetemonies a- 
gainſt Oppoſers : That the Diſſenters ate factioua, 
and but few; and, That it is beneath the Church 
to condeſcend ſo far, as to court them to an Uni- 
on with her. Theſe, I think, are all 'thoſe Things 
which are of any Weight or Moment in the Obje- 
Aion : All Which ee 1 "0 in their 111 
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101 grant that it is the great Duty of erery 
uit in his Place; to preſerve the Peace of 
that Church of which he is a Member, by a Sub- 
miſſion to the innocent and laudable Cuſtoms there- 
of. No Man ought needleſly to violate the Church- 
es Peace by a cauſeleſs Separation from her, upon 
the Account of the Rites of char Church whereof 
he is a Member. Tho' | cannot allow a cauſe eis 
Separation, as foch; to be, in the proper and 
ſtric Sigaification of the Word, a Schiſm; yet, 
cannot but look upon it as a Sin of a more Scarlet! 
dye than that of Scbiſiw is, becauſe the Evil there. 
of is more heinous, and ot a greater extent. He 
that doth, without a joſt Ground for it, rend the 
ſeamleſs Coat of Chriſt, ſinneth greatiy againſt 
God. A Man onght to be very well ſatisfied that 
the Grounds upoa which he doth it are juſtifiable, 
before he withdraws himſelf from the Communi- 
on of a Church. Some indifferent Rites are no 
jaaſtiſiable Grounds of a Separation. Every Church 
has- its Rites, which are innocent in themſelves, 
and neceſſary for the Order and Well- management 
of the Church; with theſe her Members ought to 
comply, aud not either from Faction, or Intereſt, 
for the ſake of theſe to divide the Church: This 
all teaſonable Men muſt neceſſarily be convinced 
of. The great Queſtion between the Church- men 
and the Diſſenters, ſuch of them 1 mean, who are 
res ſonable Men, is not, Whether the Church has 
not Authority to impole Rites, or, Whether it is 
not the Bux of her Membets to comply with 
them, ſo be uit they be innocent and harmleſs 
this,” as it is maintained by the one Party, ſo it is 
granted by all ſober and reaſonable Men on the 


Se Side : But the Queſtion turns here, Whe⸗ 
ther thoſe Rites the Church enjoihs are - iinocent; 
and not, on the contrary, finfal 2 The Church 
arid for the former; . the Diſſcuters aſſert the lat · 

wry 


bank 


ter and therefore plead, that they cannot comply 
with them for fear of offending God. I will not 
prerend to determine this, either on the one Side 
or the other. There are ſome, that think it would 
put a final Iſlve to this Matter, if the Diſt inction 
of Rites and Ceremonies into ſimple and mi 
were but allowed and ſeriouſly conſidered by thoſe 
who diſagree about the Rites in Diſpute. Simple 
| Rites and Ceremonies, are only a Determination 
of thoſe General Circumſtancesbf Worſhip, which 
are in general propoſed in the Scripture, but are 
left to the particular Determination of the ſeveral 
Churches, as their ſeveral Circumſtances do re- 
quire; Such Rites and Ceremonies. as theſe, the 
Church has an Authority to decree, ordaln, de- 
termine, and enjoin; and in theſe it is a Chriſti- 
au's Duty to ſubmit. Mixt Rites and Ceremonies 
are ſuch, which either are not, or cannot be, en- 
joined or - obſerved, without the Injunction or Ob- 
ſervat iog of ſomething new, added to the Matter 
of Divine Worſhip. Theſe Ceremonies or Rites, 
the Diſſenters ſay, and the Church allows it, that 
ſhe has no Right to enjoin, neither is it the Duty 
of her Members to practiſe them; but, on the 
contrary, to oppoſe them, as [anovations in the 
Wor ſhip of G O D. 

. | grant that it is neceſſary, for the Honour 
of Religion, and the Safety of the Church, that her 
Authority "ſhould be maintained and ſupported. 
The only Way to preſerve Peace and Order in 
the Church, is to keep up a due Government in 
her, according to the Canons, either expreſly laid 
down i in the Scripture, or which are, according to 
the Power which God has granted to the Church, 
eſtabliſhed by her for this purpoſe ; provided there 
be always a ſpecial Regard had to the Limitation 
of this Power in Scripture, For tho” the Diſſen- 


ters deny the Churches Power to Decree or Ou 
4 


. 
dain mixt Ceremonies ; yet all fober Men muſt 
grant, That the Church hath a Power of decree- 
ſimple and naked Rites; in which Senſe l am 
apr to think that moſt Diſſeaters would readi'y 
Subſcribe the 2oth Article of the Church of Esg- 

land. If this be not granted, it is impoſſible 

that there ſhould be any Government or Order 
in the Church, but the whole muſt neceſſarily 
be a heap of Confuſion : For, what Order can 
there he in a Church, who has no Authority, or 
whofe Authority is not maintained and ſupported ? 

The great Doubr of many ſober Diſſencers is not, 
whether the Churches Authority is to be main- 

rained, this is by all ſober Men granted ; but whe- 
ther the Church doth not go beyond her Autho- 
rity, in ordaining and enjoining the Obſervation 
of thoſe Things which they in their Conſciences 
believe to be unlawful ; and, whether this ſuppo- 
ſed Extent of her Authority beyond its Bounds , 
be not an Act of Tyranny over the Conſciences 
of Men; whether therefore, tho* Men are bound 
for Conſcience-ſake to ſubmit to the Churches law. 
fo! Authority, they are for the ſame reaſon bound 
and obliged to ſubmit to her in the Things in 
3. 1.do deny, That the way to maintain the 
Churches Authority, is to defend her Rites and 
_ Ceremonies againſt all Oppoſers. This is indeed 
the way which ſome high Ceremonialiſts have ta- 
ken to maintain it ; but with what Succeſs, the 
Effects ſhew us. The moſt effetual way to main- 
tain che Churches Authority, is to defend her 
Faith, from all the Corruptions with which deluded 
and abſtinate Bereticks are every Day endeavour- 
ing to undermine and ruin it; as alſo, to be care- 
fal that her Members, eſpecially her Miniſters, do 
recommend this Faith by their own holy Life and 
Example to others, It has been a very great Mi- 


ſtake . 


c nos in "res. by  p_- 


HK — 


"= icualy-ſunple,. and free from 
from: ec how: as, well 
Fes n fene 90g 


he 
! 


25 
190 ef! 


vhic ed th 2 
ths which the Lures, Stomp pert 


by her ſe 
moſt Ago nal the Reformation made, ! in ęxexi· 


the edge of her Power and Authority wh 
ok to have bęen levelled chiefly again! tha, 
Wa 75 either 2 nher. Faith, or a 


. 


bee Aid ect their 
- & defe Does dad fen : 


ſtatiz 10 the Rules of 1 again wk 
thoſe who. ler only ee ſame, $3 ites Whic 
ferent, and 24 wit our 2 nar 1 
the Fa, x 5 Na Deer 
one 155 hos che cher Se 
Peg and. le Faced Lo ure it 
The Primitive 75 er co. 
maigeain i wha. h. pro yed. Fre Tu 8 
d under by, the vio 
her 75 — The, Church 65 as 5 5 Es 
7175 Las anfexcellent 4 e 5 
ny | 
uthoricy; in 
| abs [edge of 
oel Pow prefarve the Chgrchges Faith 
m. 8 che Practice oer Mundes 
who. were:loynd ia the. Fafa ADC cee 
ere unblameablę ja: their Ines 
not comply with, exery indiflereae Rite Which 
theyJook Büttgen; d decent: I hein Cenſures were. 
Faith; their Excommunications were denounc'd 
againſt. the unjuſtifiable and obſtinate Impieties 


the,Charc 4 1910 be but indif⸗ 
the exercsl Sher P. wo 4! + Ar 
e h{tagding all ilzhe J cult BY 10 
pompous Ceremonies ; 
bond of the 8 
ic Auchoricy agother way,apd/cmployed 
am SCA 108, N0F,:880fare Perſons 
juni an wirh chem, anly- fare 
pronounced againſt the Corrupters of -4heit, 
E | of 


(- 26 ] 


of their Members. While this Temper lafted 
Among them, they flouriſhed in the Unity of the 
Faith, and the pure and holy Simplicity of their 
"Worſhip; was attended with the daily addition 
of new Converts to Chriſtianity : The Holinefs 
of their Lives recommended their Doctrines to 
All about them; ſo that the Church was daily 
enlarged in her Borders. As this Spirit in the 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity declined, and a Value 
and Eſteem for à pompous and theatrical Wor- 
ſhip encreaſed ; ſo the Glory of Iſrael did gra- 
dually decline, and the Subſtance of Chriſtiani- 
ty by degrees dwindled into a mere Shadow : 
Holineſs, the great Evidence of the Effects of 
the Churches Authority, decreaſed,” and Pomp 
and Grandeur the great Oppoſites to Primitive 
Purity and Simplicity, encreafed daily. By th 
means indeed, Vain Minds were gratified, bu 
ſpiritual Minds were greatly offended. A thea- 
tricat Worſhip, abounding with pompous Cere- 
monies,” may pleaſe and tickle vain Fancies; but 
it is Simplicity and Purity that doth affect and 
charm the Heart of a ſerious Perſon: This adds 
4 Luſtre to Religion, far beyond all the Pomp 
Wich which Superfticion can poſſibly vamp ir ; 
This ſtrikes her Members with an awe an fear 
of her Authority,/ which influences Men's Lives 
more than the Wonder that is raiſed in them for 
_ a time, by a View of her outward Grandeur, 
ban de. This may de laid down as a Rule: that 
the leſs Ceremony and Pomp, and the more 
Simplicity and Purity there is in the Worſhip of 
any Church, the greater is her Authority over 
her Members: There is in Simplicity and Puri- 
ty Charms, which do by an unſeen, but irreſi- 
ſtible Force, attract and draw Men to Obe- 
21100118. i Rana - DS0GUTHOIO 
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4. Another Thing fit to be conſidered in this 
Plea, is what is ſaid in reſpe& to the Tempers 
of the Diſſenters. In this Plea, they are re- 
preſented as a factious and reftleſs Generation 
of Men, who ever were, and always will be, 
troubleſome to the Church. In anſwer to this, as 
Ido not vindicate the Diſſenters, ſo neither can 
I excuſe the Church-men. I think there are too 
many factious and reſtleſs Men among all Par- 
ties; and this is the Reaſon why (ro the great 
Advantage of Popery and Irreligion) our Breach- 
es have been kept open ſo long, notwithſtand- 
ing the hearty Endeavours of ſome to unite and 
heal chem. I am ſatisfied that many Diffenters 
have been very, faulty, and have factioufly en- 
deavoured to keep open our Breaches, either 
from Intereſt, or 4 Spirit of Oppoſition ; and 
this they have been too ſucceſsful in, by fill 
ſtarting new Difficulties, and daily raiſing new 
Objections againſt the Terms of Communion 
propoſed by che Church of England. But tho! 


Matter; many of theſe have c zuted much 
to our Diviſions, by a roo ſtiff Adherency ro 


the Ceremonial Part of out Worſhip, if not b 
an addition to it. A rigid Stiftneſs and Bigottry 
either Side is not commendable. If 5 


on a . | 
Breaches are ever healed; it muſt be by 1 
be 
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9.5 Reds it is neceſſury „that on the one hand 
burch. ſhould part with, or at leaſt leave 
Frey their Uſe as they ere in theic Nature, 
choſe Thing s which are indifferent, co themſelves, 
n. to the Diſſentets Ic is ſo ne- 
cir, on the other hand, that the Diſſenters 
Naht not Jock after Ob jections againſt the 
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If we conſider the Growth 


and Increaſe of thoſe two dangerous n 


of the Anabaptiſts and Quakers; the one 0 


which, by putting every ordinary Fellow in the 
Pulpit, is ſubverting the very Order of the Mi- 
niſtry; and the, other of which do, by their 
profeſs d Doctrines, aim at the Deſtruction of all 
Magiſtracy, and are endeavouring to reduce all 
into a State of Anarchy and Confuſion: I lay, - 
if we conſider the Numbers of either of theſe 
two Parties, as alſo what Numbers of Deiſts 


and Atheiſts, who are Diſſenters from all Reli- 
| £107, are made by our Diviſions.;. the Church 


ill ſee abundant Reaſon. to part with a little 
to thoſe who differ but a little from them, that 
ſo. the whole may be preſerved; from the grow- 
ing Power of theſe dangerous Enemies, who 
even POR he account of theit Numbers are not 
to be deſpiſed. Ard nne 8 

6. The laſt Thing worthy of Conſideration 
in the Odjectjon before mentioned, is this; The 
Plea, that it is beneath the Church to condeſgend 
ſo far, as to court the Diſſenters to an Union 
with her. This Plea indeed might become the 


Mouth of a Member of the Romiſh Church, 


whoſe incolerable Pride is notoriouſly known to 
the World 5 but certainly it doth not become 
the Mouth of any of the Members of that 
Church who owns her ſelf Proteſtant. And 
yet, if we may judge by the Actions of ſome 
Perſons, they have by thoſe declared, that it is 
cheir fixed Ju ent, that, is is beneath the 
Church to eee ſo far, 35 to invite thoſe 

trom her to an, Hunde with her. 


ho diſſent fro | | 
Certainly thoſe Berſoas yho. can ;think. thus 


Humility and Condeſcenfion is the greacelt Ho- 
cl who prokſſes er ff ze bs 
T 


| have forgot, 0 N at J not . that 
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the Spouſe of Him who himſelf was a Pattern 
of Humility and Condeſcenſion. If it were noc 
beneath the Primitive Church, for the healin 

of that great Breach berween the Jewiſh and 
Sentile Chriſtians which did then divide the 
Church, to ſubmit to fo great an Alteration in 
ker Government, as to admit of (for a time at 
leaſt) two Biſnops in the ſame City, which they 
did, if we may believe the Reverend Dr. Ham- 
mond, and other Great Men of the Engliſh Church; 
then it cannot be beneath the Honour of the 
e Church to invite the ſober Diſſenters, 
who do not require any ſubſtantial Alterations 
in her Government or Diſcipline, but only the 
lay ing aſide ſome Declarations and Subſcriptions, 
which are as Clogs to their Conſciences, and 
the aboliſhing a few indifferent Rites, to Com- 


mumnion with her.“ If it were not beneath the 


Great Apoſtle St. Paul to part with ſeveral Pri- 
vileges and Immunities, which were. perſonal, 
and to become all things to all Men, that he 
anger by any means'win ſome ; then certainly 
it is not beneath the Church of England to part 
with ſome little things for the ſake of Union, 


that thereby thoſe Numbers of Diſſenters, which 


by her Condeſcenfion in all probability may be 
won over to the Church, might be gained to her 
Sommunion, whereby her Borders would be 
greatly enlarged. Laſtly, If it were not beneath 
dur Saviour, whoſe Spouſe the Church of En- 
lan. Þrofeſſes ro be, and whom "i are com- 
Manded to imitate and follow, the- hi were the 


— 


Eternal Son of the Eternal Father, to condeſcend 
fo far, and to ſtoop'fo low, as Hot only ro cbure 
and invite thꝭè meaneſt Sinner to accept of that 
Salvation wflich is offered in the Gofpel, and 
his wich the moſt earneft Entteates, but alfo 
to die for obſtinate and rebelliotis Sinners; then 

1 cer- 
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certainly it cannot be beneath the C rch,. t 
condeſcend ſo far as to invite the Diſſencers t 
an Union with her, tho? it be at the Expence of 
ſome of her Rites and Ceremonies. Theſe are 
Examples which ſhould incline Perſons of eve- 
ry Party to Humilicy and Condeſcenſion, à 
to make as large Steps as polfibly they 88. to- 
wards an Union 85 us. Thus have Jae i 
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againſt an Union, That if the Church ms 
for the ſake. of an Union with the Di 0 0 


part with ſome of her Rites and Ceremoni 
which are indifferent to her; That this 
not be the Breach, but encourage factious Per- 
ſons, b finding Yaily fault with her Diſgpline 
and Wojſhip, to feek. Pretences to wine | 
themſelves from her Communion, unleſs 
Church would alſo come to che Tech 
unreaſonable ſoever they were. That thus, Wits 
pliance of the Church may 89 8 9 Wa 
ions are ſo very common amon 
he total Loſs 'of her Eccleſiaſtical 1 TAR 

as much as from the Churches by 15 
with the modeſt Requeſt of 1 3 be 
would be emboldened ro hope for her 1555 
ance with their unreaſonable Demands, 980 
inconſiſtent with the Peace and Otder of 125 
Beende and . Worſhip.” That dere 1 
ſafeſt for the Church, wichout abating any t | 
ro maintain her Ground againft All her Rel bike 
dus Childten 

Reply. There are alſo in this Objection thai 
Things worthy of Conſideration, ſuch as are 
theſe + That Factions are now very rife ; Thar 
any Compliance on the Churches Part Would 
encou- 


4 
W 1 


#2). 


encourage muy and, That this mi ght have ati 
ill Influence upon che. Eccleſi iaf ical- Government 
and Diſcipline.. Tf avy one of cheſe Things, 
eg the Rifeneſs of Factions, could be unde- 


niably proved, T ſhould be very far fi om pre os | 


che Chorch to the leaft e ion to t 

who differ from her: I would neich daten 
Faction, nor yet by any means won 8 

the Churches Diſeipli ine and Orc 771 he n 


of 'prefling this Matter fo 9100 ade ot on ly 

upon the Church, but every real 5 e . pious 

Perſon, is to en 5 Fact ions, and che 

Diviſions ariſing from DA as alſo * 
the utter Ruin and 255 Diſciple 

Order, which is, (by 

and the Multitade To, 10ns 1 1 Fr 5 in 

danger of being total abolilh hed and tooted Outs 
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and "therefore we mould be very. "careful how We 


ant, chat Factions are no-. very nite, 


then them, 
Hanger we 
er an 


do an thing to encourage Or, (298 
One would think, that the 
| | in, fro 838005 on n 
trot m Athe ti 46d aneneſs on the 
oula_ft ſuppreſs all our 
tehces, an . ne Danger we are in 
6 3s "s unite for the Defence 3 e 
4 0 notwithſtanding aur Dangers 
beſo bat And imminent, that, oweyer. 770 
1 2 7505 3 3 our ſelves. to 9 # verily be- 
lieye it never was greater, and tho 


we wou 
bit unite for che had heh Datos of of the won 
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Perhaps we never ale put 
into our Hands to ſecure 12 l a Attempts 
for the 1 8 et eben e e Dan- 
. on the one, b Got nor our Advancages: on 
S other, inſtead of coming to any Union a- 
mong, our ſelyes, we daily, grow, more factious 


than other, 13 our Breaches are every day 
made 
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made wider by the crafty Induſtry of our Ene- 
mies, who know how to improve our turbulent 
Spirits to our own Diſadvantage, I cannot ex- 
cuſe many of the Diſſenters; for I verily: be- 
lieve, Faction more than Conſcience has influ- 
enced many of them, whoſe Deſign ir has al- 
ways been to ruin, and overthrow all Order and 
Diſcipline in che Church, that ſo they may in- 
troduce Anarchy and Confuſion, as moſt delight- 
ful and advantageous to thofe whoſe Delight ic 
is to fiſh in troubled Waters. But yet the Faults 
of a few are not to be caſt upon a whole Party, 
unleſs efpecially the Church of England can alto- 
gether juſtifie every Member of her Communion 
from all Suſpicion of Guilt in this reſpect. I. 
am ſatisfied, if there had not been too much of 
Faction on both Sides, our Breaches had not 
been ſo wide ; or if Faction did but czaſe in 
both, our Diviſions would quickly be at ah 
happy End. As it is factious to divide the Church 
for the ſake of thoſe Things we can, but will not 
do; ſo it is no leſs factious, to be ſtiff and un- 
moveable in the maintaining of thoſe Things 
we ean, but will not parc wich. This is the 
Temper of many on both Sides. But there are 
many, yea very many on both Sides, who ate 
of another, and more heavenly Mind. There 
are many Diſſenters, who, to my Knowledge, 
do ſeparate themſelves from the Communion ot 
the Church of England, not from Faction, but 
Conſcience; and who would do any thing, but 
ſin againſt GOD, for the ſake of an Union 
berwixt us. There are many Churchmen who 
earneſtly deſire this Union; and if ic were in 
their Power, would freely part with thoſe little 
"Things which divide us. But ic is our Miſery, 
that this is not the Temper of all on either Side. 
But that Faction is ſo Nrong; this indeed ſhould 
2 = make 


341 


make us very careful, that we do not encourage 
or ſtrengthen it. | | 

2. It's urged in this Plea againſt an Union, 
That any Condeſcenſion on the Churches Part, 
will but encourage factious Perſons, and embold- 
en them in their Attempts againſt the Churches 
Peace. Iconfels, there is a Generation of Men 
in the World, who are, by the Clemency and 
Condeſcenſion of their Superiors, rendered more 
bold in their Offences againſt them : Theſe, as 
they are exorbitantly wicked, ſo their Diſinge- 
nuity, which is equal to their Wickedneſs, ren- 
ders them undeſerving of their Superior's Cle- 
mency. I will not deny, but as there are ſuch 
. diſingenuous Perſons in reſpet of the Civil 
Actions of Mankind; ſo it is poſſible that there 
may be Perſons as diſingenuous and wicked as 
to Spirituals, who it may be will be emboldened 
by her Clemency to deſpiſe and trample upon 
the Churches Authority: Theſe, as they are 
the worſt of Men, ſo they do not deſerve any 
Intereſt or Share in the Churches Clemency: 
neither can I think that they will have any Rea- 
ſon to expect it. It is not an Union with theſe 
unreaſonable Men that I am pleading for; but 
with thoſe only, who plead for nothing, but 
either an Abolition, or at leaſt an Indifferency, 
as to the Ule of thoſe Things which the Church 
looks upon as indifferent, and the Diſſenters as 
ſinful ; chat ſo they may not be obliged to act 
contrary to the Dictates of their own Conſci- 
ences, in complying with thoſe Things which 
they have fo great an Averſion to, and for 
which the Church her ſelf has no greater a Ve- 
neration. Neither can I ever be induced to be- 
lieve, that a complying with the eafie and rea- 
ſonable Requeſt of theſe Men, can be prejudi- 


cial in the leaſt to the Intereſt of the Church, 
| or 
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or that it will encourage factious Perſons in their 
Attempts againſt her Peace, in hopes that be- 
cauſe ſhe anſwers the reaſonable Requeſt -of 
that therefore they alſF may, by a factious Se- 
paration from her, make their own Terms with 
her. They may rather expect, That after the 
Church has manifeſted ſo much Clemency and 
Condeſcenſion, as to part with what is indiffe- 
rent to her, for the ſake of an Union with her 
Diſſenting Brethren ; and after ſhe has opened 
her Arms ſo wide to receive her returning Sons, 
that ſhe will then make thoſe ungrateful Per- 
ſons, who can thus offend, againſt not only her 
Diſcipline and Order, but her Clemency and 
Condeſcenſion alſo, the Examples of her Indiges 
— by inflicting the ſharpeſt Cenſures upon 
them. 
3. It is inſinuated in this Objection, as tho 
the leaſt Condeſcenſion on the Churches part, 
would have an ill Influence upon her Diſcipline. 
This can be by no other way, than by the En- 
couragement of Factions, which may embroil 
and diſturb her Diſcipline, by diſputing her 
Authority. If therefore it be evident, that this 
Condeſcenſion and Clemency of the Church 
will not ſtrengthen or encourage Factions, but 


on the contrary will weaken and diſcourage 


them; then the Force and Strength of this Plea 


will quickly vaniſh into Smoak. The Diſſen. 


ters wiſh, that in ſome ſmall Matters her Diſ- 
cipline might be corrected ; but no reaſonable 
or good Man can wiſh, or deſire, that the Or- 
der and Diſcipline of the Church ſhould be 
aboliſhed, or that Anarchy ſhould cake place 
therein. Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline is as neceſſary 
to be preſerved and maintained in the Church, 
as the Civil Diſcipline in the State, It is not a 
total Abolition, but a due Limitation of her 
| F 2 Autho- 
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Authority, according to the Canon of the Scri- 


pture, to which they do not now look upon it 


alcogether conformable, which the ſober and 
modeſt Diſſenters do earhieſtly deſire. 

Object. 3. It may perhaps be pleaded by ſome 
againſt the Alteration of any thing for the ſake 
of an Union, That it may be of ill conſequence 
to the Church, to alter any thing in her Diſci- 
pline and Worſhip. That as Innovations in 
the State, ſo alſo Innovations in the Church, 
are very dangerous. That if once the Humour 
of Innovating in Religion gets Footing among 
us, we know not where, nor when, it will end. 
That when the ancient Land marks are remo- 
ved, we know not where, nor when, they will 
be fixed again for the future. It may perhaps 
be farther urged, That in the Memory of our 
Fathers we have ſeen too diſmal Effects of the 
Innovations in Religion, ever to attempt any 
thing of this nature for the future. That to 
this innovating Humour were all thoſe Confu- 


ſions and Diſtractions, both in Church and 


State, in the time of Oliver's Uſurpation, ow- 
ing. That therefore it is beſt to keep things as 
they are. | 

i Reply. I confeſs, Innovations are dangerous, 
and have produced ſad Effects in the Church; 
of which, the Inſtance alledged is a deplorable 
Example. Tho' it muſt be acknowledged, 
Thar ſome great things were done at that time ; 
yer, as I cannot juſtify the Right of that Go- 
verament, ſo neither can I vindicate all that 
was then done; great Enormities, both in Civil 
and Religious Affairs, were then committed. 
I alſo acknowledge, that the removing old 
Land-marks before we are come to a full Re- 


ſolution where to fix them for the future, is very 


dangerous; and therefore to prevent any ill 
oh 1 b Effects 
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Effects which may attend the Alteration of any 
thing in our Diſcipline or Worſhip, it is ne- 
ceſſary, that if ever any thing ſhould be done 
of this nature, that in the doing thereof theſe 


following Rules and Limitations ſhould be ob- 


ſerved. | 
1. It is neceſſary, that theſe Alterations ſhould 


be made by Authority. Innovations are dan- 
gerous where they are made in a Heat, and 
without the Guide and Direction of Publick 
Authority. Theſe indeed have produced ſad 


Effects in the Church. Men are naturally ad- 


dicted to that which is new ; and when once 
they are beginning to alter, unleſs the Prudence 
of thoſe in Authority doth ſteadily guide and 
direct them, we know not where, nor when, 
they will end. We ſee, that thoſe who have 
begun only with the Diſcipline of the Church, 
have not ended without an Apoſtacy, and fal- 
ling off from the Faith and Doctrines of the 
Church. The firſt Foundations and Grounds 
of thoſe damnable Opinions (which fo many 
have imbibed, and in the Defence of which ſo 

many have incorporated themſelves into diſtinct 
Societies, thereby to carry on their Deſigns the 


better againſt the Church) were at firſt laid in 


R 


ſome particular Exceptions againſt the Diſci- 
pline and Ceremonies of it. But tho' this has 
already been, and will again be, the Effects of 
Innovations in Religion made without Autho- 
rity ; tho” Popular Alterations in the Diſcipline 
and Government of the Church, made by the 
giddy Multicude, who have had no other Guide 
than an ignorant Zeal to proceed by, have pro- 
ved ſo ſcandalous to Religion, and deſtructive 
to the Peace of the Church; yet we have no 
reaſon to fear ſome Alteration in the Ritual 
Parts of Religion, made by the lawful Authori- 
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ty of the Kingdom, no more than we have rea- 
ſon to be afraid of the Repeal of ſome Laws, 
and the Eſtabliſhing of others in the Civil State, 
by the ſame Authority. Tho' we have reaſon 
to fear the mad Folly of the giddy Multicude, 
yet we have no reaſon to be afraid of the pru- 
dent and wiſe Reſolves of our Rulers. As I 
am fully perſwaded, that it is altogether unlaw- 
ful for any private Perſon, without the Con- 
currence of Authority, to innovate any thing 
in the State; ſo alſo J am fatisfied, that it is 
unlawful for any private Chriſtian to introdũce 
any Novelties in the Church, or lay aſide any 
Rites and Ceremonies authorized by Law, with- 
out a due Warrant and Authority for it. But 
yer a juſt and lawful Authority may aboliſh 
thoſe things which have no other Foundation 
for their Inſtitution, but that which is human. 
And. the' Hiſtory gives ſome deplorable In- 
ſtances of the ſad Effects of Popular Innovations, 
promoted by Factions, and carried on without 
any due Warrant and Authority for it; yet it 
alſo furniſhes us with ſome Inſtances of the 
happy and ſucceſsful Iſſue of a Reformation, 
carried on by the lawful Authority of the King- 
dom. It was by this that the Reformation 
among eur felves was carried on ſo far, and 
with ſuch Succeſs, in the Days of Henry VIII, 
and of his Son King Edward : It was by the 
Authority of the Kingdom, that it was in the 
Reign of Queen Elizabeth brought to the Per- 
fection ic is now arrived at. It is wonderful 
to conſider the wiſe and prudent Steps taken by 
thoſe excellent Perſons, who were ſo long en- 
Saged in that happy Work, to bring it £0 that 
Maturity it was brought to at the End of King 
Edward's Reign, And if either that King had 
lived longer, or that pious Martyr Archbiſhop 
| ; | Cranmer 
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Cranmer had ſurvived the Fury of Queen Marys 


'Reign, to have had an Influence upon the ſuc- 


ceeding Sovereign Queen Elizabeth's Councils, 
we have reaſon to believe that it had been 
brought to ſuch a pitch, that thoſe little things 
which now divide us had not continued the 
Bones of Contention among us. | 

2. It is neceſſary, that the Alterations to be 
made ſhould only relate to the Ceremonial part 


of our Worſhip, without infringing the leaſt 


upon the Authority of our Faith. This is main- 
tained in its Purity by the Church of England, 
and- is ſet forch in that incomparable Body of 
Articles compiled and publiſhed by the Autho- 
rity of that admirable Princeſs Queen Elizabeth. 
From this Faith I would earneſtly preſs and ex- 
hort all Men not to depart one hair's breadth. 

3. To prevent all the Inconveniencies which 
may attend ſuch an Alteration, it is fatther ne- 
ceſſary, that it ſhould not only be done by Au- 
thority, but that the things to be altered ſhould 
be reſolved and agreed on, before that any Law 
be eſtabliſhed to authorize the Alteration of any 


thing; leſt the preſent Land- marks ſhould be 


removed, before that we are agreed where to 
fix them for the furure. This would be of dan- 
gerous conſequence, in that it would unhinge 
the preſent Settlement, without eſtabliſhing a 
new one. This indeed would leave the Diſci- 
pline of the Church in a very great Uncertainty, 
and produce very great Diſorders and Confuſions 
in her Adminiſtration. It was therefore the 
wiſe Contrivance of the firſt Reformers (that 
they might with Succeſs accompliſh the glorious 


Work they were engaged in) firſt to agree upon 


an After-ſettlement, before they unhinged the 
preſent. They did not attempt to alter the 


Faith or Practice of the Church, in thoſe things 


which 


N. 

_ 
which were at preſent received and practiſed 
by it, by declaring any thing in the one or 
the other unlawful, before they were agreed 
upon what was neceſſary to be believed or done 
for the future. It is certainly dangerous, to re- 
move a Land-mark from the Place it ſtands in 
at preſent, before we are agreed where it ſhould, 
and are reſolved where it ſhall ſtand for the 

4. To prevent perpetual Alterations, to which 
Men are very prone when once. a fickle Tem- 

r and Diſpoſition ſeizes on them, and which 
it is very neceſſary in time to check; it is ne- 
ceſſary that the Time wherein theſe Alterations 
ſhall be made, ſhould be limited by the Magi- 
ſtrate; for elſe the Church will always te in 
danger of new Mutations, by which her Diſci- 
pline will labour under very great Diſorders. 
The Sum of this Reply therefore is, That there 
can be no poſlible Danger ariſing from the Al- 
teration of a few Things, for the ſake of an 
Union among Proteſtants, if it be regularly 
done by Authority, and limited to the Ritual 
Part of our Worſhip ; if we be agreed upon 
what to alter, before we begin to alter, and the 
time of doing it be duly limited by Authoricy. 

Object. 4. It may perhaps be objected againſt 
this Union, That the leaving thoſe Ceremonies 
indifferent as to their Uſe, which are excepted 
againſt, will deftroy the Uniformity of our 
| Worſhip 3 and that this will not therefore pro- 
duce the deſired Effects, but on the contrary 
will breed great Animoſities and Contentions 
among the Members of the Church. And ic 
may be urged by ſome, that it is reaſonable to 
think, that every one will defend and maintain 
his own Practice, and on the contrary, be con- 


demning the Practice of thoſe who differ __ 
| | nm; 
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him. That this will raiſe Diſputes, which will 
be attended with Heats and Paſſions, to the great 

rejudice and detriment of the Churches Peace, 
ber the maintaining whereof, it d neceſſary that 
we ſhould: all comply with the Injunction of the 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 10. 10. Speak the ſome things... 
Reply. There are three Things laid down in 
this Objection, which it is fit we ſhduld conſider. 

That it is neceſſary, for the Peace of the Church, 
that there ſhopld not only, be an Unity of 
Faith profeſſed by, ber Members, but that alla 
there Gould be an .Uniformity in her Worſhip 
practiſed b 9 5 r e Ab the 
neceſſity of uſing the - particular Ceremonies 
excepted againſt, will detect this Vaiformity 
of Worſbip. And, That this will, neceſſarily 
be attended with great Heats and Animoſſties a- 
mongſt BY oxi, 102 wes l en n ed? 

1. It is urged, That an Uniformity of Wor- 
ſhip is neceflary for the maintaining the Church- 
es Peace and Order. I grant indeed, that an 
Uniformity. in the Worſhip of GOD is very 
deſirable, if it might be to the general 9 
of reaſonable Men; and that in order thereunto 
it is neceſſary tbat there ſhould be a publick 
Form of Worſhip; to which, if there be in it 
nothing that is unlawful, we ought to ſubmit; 
but yet Ichink the nature of ſuch a Thing re- 
quires that it ſhould be drawn up in ſuch inof- 

enſive. Terms, and with ſuch an entice Freedom 

from all anne of Ceremonies which are ffot 
abſolutely neceflary for the Decency of the Wor- 
ſhip, that no Pecſon whatever . ſhould have any 
juſt Occaſion to except againſt it. I am ſatis- 
fied, that an Uniformity wherein notbing foful 
15 enjoined, is not only defirable, but in ſome. 
ſort neceſſary for the Well-being of the Church: 

Yet I think it has been a very great Miſtake 
I which 
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which ſome high Ceremonialiſts have made, to 
ſtrain this Matter of Uniformity of Worſhip ſo 
far, as to exclude every one from their Com- 
munion, who cannot comply with every little 
Punctilio, or indifferent Ceremony. It would 
have conduced much more to the Peace and 
Tranquility of the Church, if all thoſe Things 
which are not neceſſary for the Decency of the 
Worſhip, and are accounted by the Church to 
be in themſelves but indifferent, had either been 
wholly laid aſide, or left in their Uſe as they are 

retended to be in their Nature: If this Method 
had been taken, I doubt not but it would have 
turned much to the Churches Advantage. And I 
think now it would tend very much to Peace, if 
choſe Things which are indifferent in the Eyes 
of one Party, and ſinful in the Eyes of the other, 
were left to every Man's Liberty to uſe or not 
to uſe ; as alſo, that thoſe Things which are 
look'd upon as neceſſary by the Church-men, 
and as indifferent by the Diſſenters, ſhould be by 
theſe complied with. If Men would but once 
come to this Temper, the Difformity of Practice 
in the ſeveral Pariſhes in thoſe little Matters, 
which are complained of by the Difſſenters, 
would be unperceptible. It is the ſtretching an 
Uniformity too far, which has made ſuch a 
Breach of Affection, and Difformity of Practice 
among us. But yet I would not ſtretch this For- 
bearance in Things indifferent ſo far, as to lay 
afige any of thoſe Ceremonies, which are the 
neteſſary Ingredients in the Decency of our 
Worſhip, or expreſſive of our Reverence of the 
Divine Majeſty : For, as Decency and Reve- 
rence are neceffary in our Addreſſes to an earth- 
ly King, ſo I chink choſe Civil Rices, which in 
common expreſs dur Reverence and Reſpe to 
thoſe, . oughr to be maintained and kept "Hs 
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and practiſed in our Addreſſes to the King of 


Heaven. 
2. Another Thing mentioned in this Objecti- 
on is, That the laying afide the neceſſity of ug 
theſe 8 Ceremonies, which are excepted 
3 


againſt, would deſtroy the Uniformity of our 
Worſhip. In Anſwer to this, I ſhall only obſerve, 
That if thoſe which are excepted againſt by the 
Diſſenters were altogether aboliſhed, as they may 
lawfully be, ſeeing they are owned by the Church- 


men themſelves to be but indifferent in their na- 


ture, and therefore not neceſſary; then there 
would be no fear that this Liberty, which is pro- 
poſed to be left to every Man to act in theſe leſſer 
Matters as he pleaſes, would hurt or deſtroy the 
Uniformity of our Worſhip. But yet tho' they 
ſhould not be aboliſhed, but that thoſe Things 
Mould be left indifferent to every Man, to uſe 
them or uſe them not, at his Pleafure; I cannot 
fee how this can hurt the Uniformity of our 
Worſhip. ' Uniformity doth not conſiſt in the en- 
tire Conformity of every individual Perſon or 
Parochial Church, to every little Rite and indif- 
ferent Ceremony uſed by ſome of the Members 
of the National Church in the Worſhip of God: 


If this were Uniformity, then all the Rites and 


Ceremonies, with all the ſeveral Modes of Wor- 
ſhip uſed and practiſed in Cathedrals, ought ro 
be uſed in every Country Pariſh. Now I think, 
no Body did ever ſtretch the Neceſſity of an U- 
niformity in Worſhip ſo far. Every Man knows, 


that there is a great Difference between the Ca- 


thedral and Parochial Worſhip ; but yer I think 
very few will cenſure this Difference, as any 
Breach of the Uniformity in bi. required by 
the Law. Tho” every little Rite and Ceremony 
in our Worſhip ſhould not be praiſed by every 
Perſon in the Churches Communion, yet there 
A a would 


would be ſuch an Uniformity as might ſatisſie 
every reaſonable Man, if the ſame Prayers, and 
the ſame Offices, were ſubmitted unto, and uſed 
by all in her Communion, or who do officiate 
as Miniſters in this Churcg. 

3. It is farther urged in this ent againſt 
an Union, That the leaving the Ceremonies in 
Diſpute as indifferent in their Uſe as they are in 
their Nature, will neceſſarily produce Heats and 
Animoſities among the Members of che Church, 
and therefore will not produce the deſired Ef- 
fects. To this I anſwer, I cannot fee the Rea- 
ſon why the different Practices of ſome Church- 
es in ſome leſſer Matters, ſhould be attended 
with, Heats and Animoſities, more than the pre- 
ſent. Difformity which there is between the Ca- 
thedral and Parochial Worſhip, Yet ſeeing ſome 
Men cannot curb their own Paſſions, it is neceſ- 
ſary that a Way ſhould be thought on to prevent 
this Inconveniency, which it is poſſible may be 
the Conſequent of leaving the Things in Diſpute 
indifferent in their Uſe. To prevent therefore 
all Heats and Animoſities, which may proceed 
from the differing Practices of the Parochial 
Churches in theſs leſſer Matters, I think this a 
very proper Expedient, viz. That all Perſons 
Whatſoever ſhould. be prohibited and forbid, un- 
der the ſevereſt Penalties, either by Word or 
Writing, directly or indirectly, to juſtifie the 
Uſe, or condemn. the Diſuſe of any of thoſe 
Things which ſhall be left by Law indifferent 
in their Uſe. I think there can be nothing more 
reaſonable than an Injunction of this nature; 
for it is unreaſonable, that choſe who are left to 
their own liberty, ſhould. be Tuffered to concern 
jr n 5 A e 
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in Diſpute, would endanger the Corruption. of 
the Faith, in that ic will neceſſarily call in que- 
ſtion an Article thereof, which doth aſſert the 
Churches Authority to ordain and decree Rites 
and Ceremonies : And that therefore ir is neceſſa- 
ry for the Church to maintain her Ceremonies, 
as 4 Barrier to, and Hedge about her Faith. —- 
Reply. In this Objection there are two Things 
material, and fit to be conſidered: The Plea, 
that the parting With the Ceremonies in Diſpute 
will endanger the Corruption of the Faith; as 
alſo, that it cannot be done without calling an 

Article thereof in queſtion, n. 
1. It is objected, That the parting with the 
Ceremonies in Diſpute will endanger the Cor- 
 ruption of the Faith. If I could be indeed con- 
vinced of this, I ſhould not any more plead for 
an indifferency as to the Uſe of the Things in 
Diſpute : I would not by any means endanger 
the Corfuption of the Faith, the preſerving of 
which in its Purity is indeed the Glory of the 
Engliſh Church. ; Bur I can ſee no Reaſon why 
ſome Alterations in the Ritual Part of our Wor- 
ſhip ſhould endanger the Common Faith. There 
is a vaſt difference between an Alteration or an 
Abolition of a few Rites, which have no other 
Foundation but an Human Inſtitution, and the 
altering and corrupting that Faith in any one 
Article thereof which is eſtabliſhed by the Au- 
thority of the Scriptures. The Ritual Worſhip, 
as it is eſtabliſned by Human Authority, may 
alſo be lawfully repealed by the ſame Autho- 
rity : But as the received Faith of the Church 
is eſtabliſhed by a Divine Authority, ſo no Au- 

thority leſs than that can alter or repeal an 
one Article of it. I will only add this; That 
it doth. not follow, that becauſe à lawful Apo 
rity may ſee Cayſe to alter gr aboliſh bow i 
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thoſe Rites and Ceremonies which were at firſt 
inftituted and appointed by no more than an 
Human Authority, that therefore the Faith, 
which is eſtabliſhed by a Divine Authority, 
muſt neceſſarily be in danger either of a total 
Subverſion, or at leaſt of a very great Corrup- 
r * n 
2. It is urged in this Objecion, That the 
Church cannot part with the Ceremonies in que- 
ſtion, without calling in queſtion an Article of 
her Faith, which afferts her Authority to decree 
Rites and Ceremonies. Some Anſwer to this 
was made in my Reply to the firſt Objection: 
There tho' the Churches Authority to ordain 
mix d Rites, which were neceſſarily conjoined 
wich the matter of Worſhip, was denied; yet 
her Authority to ordain naked and ſimple Rites, 
was owned and acknowledged. This Power, 
I think, no reafonable Man will deny to the 
Church: For if this Power be not granted to 
her, ſhe hath no Power or Authority at all. I 
cannot therefore believe, that in the general and 
indeterminate Senſe of the Words of that Article, 
any would refuſe to ſubſcribe the firſt Clauſe of 
the twentieth Article of the Church of England ; 
And therefore I have ſometimes wonder'd, what 
was the Reaſon, why in the Act of Toleration 
the Diſſenters are excuſed from ſubſcribing. x 
verily believe, that all ſober and moderate Diſ- 
ſenters would generally ſubſcribe it, and that, 
the true Reaſon hy they do except againſt ſome. 
Ceremonies uſed in the Worſhip of our Church, 
is not becauſe they queſtion the Churches Power 
i6 general to ordain Rites and Ceremonies, but 


* 


becauſe” they are perſwaded in their own Con- 
ſeiences that the Ceremonies in Diſpute are not 
ſich as the Cburch bas Authority to ordain. If 
the Diſfenrers therefore were obliged to — | 

5 | thoſe 
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thoſe Articles, and among the reſt that in partis 
cular ; I cannot ſee, tho? (to ſatisfy their Con- 
fciences in this matter) the Church ſhould pare 
with theſe Rites excepred againſt by their Bre- 
thren, how this can endanger either this, or any 
other Article of Faith. „ 
5j. 6. It may perhaps de urged againſt this 
Union, That the parting with che Things in 
Diſpute would be an Encouragement to Super- 
ſtition. That to aſſert Things to be unlawful, 
which are indifferent, becanſe enjoined by our 
Superiors, is as groſs Superſtition, as it is to 
make ſuch indifferent Things neceſſary Patts of 
Religion and Worſhip. That therefore tho parr- 
ing with a few indifferent .Ceremonies is of nd 
great conſequence ; yet to part with the DG. 
ctrine of the Lawfulneſs of indifferent Things 
is of very great weight and moment. © 
Reply. The parting with the Things in Dif- 
ute would not be any Encouragement to Super- 
Bition, neither would this be to part with che 
Doctrine of indifferent Things being lawful 
when enjoined ; this Doctrine might beretained 
notwithſtanding this. What Encouragement can 
this be to Superſtition, unlefs they were parted 
with upon the account of their being judged 
by the Diſſenters unlawful in their Uſe, becauſe 
of their Injunction? If this indeed were th 
Ground of the Diſſenters Refuſal to ſabmic; t. 
the Things in Diſpute, and upon this account 
they deſired their Abolition, there might be ſome 
Reaſon both for the Objection, and alſo for 'a. 
Refuſal to part with them. Wharever particu- 
lar Conceits ſome Men may have who may be 
averſe to the Uſe of any thing, tho lawful in 
it ſelf, only becauſe it is enjoined,” which indeed 
is in effect to be difobedient 8 only 
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vecauſe our Rulers command our Obedience; 
yet this is not the Caſe of all the Diſſenters, 
they are not all, nor yet I hope the greateſt 
part, of this mind: They do not ſcruple Con- 
rmity to the Ceremonies in Diſpute, becauſe 
they efteem them unlawful only becauſe of their 
junction, tho*otherwiſe very lawful to be uſed ; 
ut becauſe they cannot think them altogether 
in their Nature ſo agreeable to the Divine Com - 
mand.. And tho' all thoſe Things which are de- 
ficed to be left indifferent in their Uſe, accord» 
ing to the Conviction of every Man's own Con- 
ſcience, were ſo ; yet ic would not be any En- 
cquragement to the ſuperſtitious Conceits of 
thoſe who place. their Religion in refuſing to 
comply with indifferent Things, only deczuts 
they are enjoined ; for the Reaſon of the 
Churches parting; with them, is not becauſe 
they are indifferent, but becauſe. they are ad- 
_ Judged by the Diſſenters to be ſinful, cho' upon 
what Grounds they adjudge them ſo, is beſt 
known to themſelves. 1 ſhall only add, That 
tho” the Church, to ſatisfy the tender Conſcien - 
ces of their Brethren, ſhould part with the con- 
troverted Ceremonies ; that yet the Dodrine of 
the Lawfulneſs of the Uſe of indifferent Things 
when enjoined, would not be parted with ; for 
{till there would be many Things in her Worſhip 
and Diſcipline enjoined her Members, indiffe- 
rent in their on nature, which would remain 
as Inſtances of the Churches Power in that re- 
ſpect. And tho' all that can by, modeſt and rea- 
ſonable Men be demanded, ſhould be granted; 
jet not one, whoſe Mind is intoxicated with 
that wild Conceit, could conform themſelves, to 
the Churches Government; ſo that no Danger 
cag atiſe from this Union on this as - 
| 8, 


Union, That it will be in vain to attempt an U- 
nion, unleſs the Church of England, will be per- 
ſwaded to lay aſide her Epiſcopal Government, 
which has (as theſe ſuppoſe) no Foundation or 
Warrant in Scripture, but is only a Remain of 
the Popiſh Hierarchy; which ought to be aboli- 
ſhed in all Churches which pretend to be Re- 
formed ; and that until this be done, they cannot 
think of an Union with the Church of England. - 
ph. I doubt not, but that there are ſoms 
ſuch Zealots among the Diſſenters, who are ſo 
prejudiced againft a Diocefan Epiſcopacy,and ſo 
fond of their own Opinions as to Church Go- 
verument, that they cannot believe any thing 
to have any Warrant from Scriptute, which they 
have not # Fancy for. As an Union with theſe 
Bigots is not to be expected, ſo neither is it de- 
ſtrable: For tho I could wiſh, that the Church 
of England would part with what is indifferent, 
to. ſatisſie tender Conſciences; yet Ian never. = 
deſire that ſhe ſhould-ſacrifice her Government 
to the Demands of unreaſonable Men. For eve. 
ry unprejudiced Perſon will be ſatisfied ; that 
what is offered againſt an Union in this Obje- 
ion, is very unreaſunable, if the Truth of cheſs: 
two things are made appear, via . That tho 
it is in the Word of God! required'; chat there 
ſhould be Order and Government in the Churcli; 
yet that God has no where injoin di any particu- 
lar Form of Government, to be practiced and 
ſabmitted unto by every Church: As alſo: that 
the preſent: Government of the Church of Epg- * 
loo#,-asito:rth& Eſſantials of tier Hierarchy, docki 
agtee with the Goretnricac: off the Primitive: 
Canecholf ©! 20a oro; 226 332773 art dt 1 2) 
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his Church; yet He has no where therein in- 


join'd his Church to ſubmit univerſally to any 


one ſpecial Form of Government, - excluſive of 
all others. It is abſolutely neceſſary to prevent 
Confuſions and (Diſorders in the Church, that 
there ſnould be ſome Order and Government 
maintained and practiced in his Church, who is 
the God of Order, and not of Confuſion; and 


therefore He has commanded, that all things 
therein ſhould be done decently and in order: 


For the better fulfilling of which Apoſtolical Ca- 
non, He has laid down General Directions, how 
both the Officers and Members of the Church are 
to be qualified, as alſo how they. ought to behave 
themſelves. But as to the particular kind of Go- 


vernment to be exerciſed in the Church, he 
©- feems to be in his Word altogether filent, leaving 


it to the feveral Churches, to practice that parti- 
cular kind of Government, which may be found 
to be moſt agre 
Circumftances of the ſevetal Churches. There- 
fore ſeeing that this is one of thoſe things, which, 


tho it is in general commanded that it ſhould 
be, is yet, as to the ſpecial kind thereof, left to 


the particular Determination and Choice ofevery 
Church: As alſo that a Dioceſan Epiſcopacy has 


not only been of a long ftanding among us; but 
even from tlie firft Plantation of Chriſtianicy 


in England: As alſo, that it has, and is ſtill found 
to be the moſt agreeable and convenientGovern- 
ment for the Eng/iſh Church; it is unreaſonable to 
require or expeR,that ſheſhonld change or alter it. 

2. The preſent Government of the Engliſh 
Church doth; as to the Eſſentials of her Hierar- 
chy , agree with the Practice of the Primitive 


Church. Tho' thereare ſome things in the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Dilcipline and Government, which many 
ol her Members would rejoyee: to ſee a R 
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eable to the particular and ſpecial 
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tion of; yet as to the Eſſentials of that Hierar- 
chy, it muſt be acknowledged, by any that is at 
all acquainted with Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, that 
there is a very great Agreement between the An- 
cient Diſcipline in the Apoſtolick Ages of the 
Church, and the Modern Government of the 
Church of England, To manifeſt this Conformity 
between theGovernment ofthe CatholickChurch 
in the Apoſtolick Ages of the World, and the Mo- 
dern Government of the Church of England, more 
2 I ſhall look into the Government 
then exerciſed in the Church, and compare the 


| preſent Government of the Exg/iſh Church there- 


with. Beſides the many ſubaltern Offices in the 
Primitive Church, which (the Uſe of them being 
perverted by the Romiſh Church from the firſt De- 
ſign of their Inſtitution) are now aboliſhed by the 
Reformed, there were three Principal Offices in 
the Church at that Time; Biſhops, Prieſts, and 
Deacons. To theſe, Men qualified for them, were 
by Faſting, and Prayer, and Impoſition of Hands, 


in a very ſolemn Manner ordained. The Dea- _ 
. cons (to mention the Duties of their Function in 


the firſt place) were an inferiour Order of Mini- 


Rers in the Primitive Church, who were ordai- 


ned to Preaching the Goſpel, and had a Power 


alſo to Baptize, beyond which their Authority did 


not extend in Eccleſiaſtical Matters: for as to the 
Sacrament of the Supper, they were allowed to 
do no more than aſſiſt the Biſhop or Presbyter in 
the Celebration thereof, by delivering the Ele- 
ments to the People. The next Order to theſe, 
were the Presbyters; Theſe were ardained to the 


Celebration of all the ſeveral Services of the Mi- 
niſtry, and who therefore had a Right, not only 


with the Deacons to Preach and Baptize, but al- 
ſo to Adminiſter the N of the Supper * 
NI -- 'H2 | 
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the Biſhop's Abſence: There were ſeyeral of ei- 
ther of theſe Ordersin moſtChurches. The high- 
eft Office in the Church was the Biſhop, who 
preſided over all the reſt. Whether this Office in 
the Church was of a Divine Inſtitution, or whe- 
ther he were no more than a Presbyter, choſen 
to that Precedency over his Fellow- Presbyters, 
by the Conſent and Suffrage of the Presbyters of 
that Church, over which he preſided, as it is a 
Doubt which cannot be eaſily reſolv'd ; fo this 
is certain, that he had the Precedency and chief 
Rule in that Church where he was Biſhop. Now 
if we compare the Government of the Church of 
England at preſent, with the ancient Government 
of the Catholick Church in the firſt Ages of 
Chriſtianity, We ſhall ſee a very great Agreement 
between them. In the Church of England there 
Fe Deacons appointed to the very ſame Work, 
which the Deacons of Old were imployed in; 
our Deacons are allowed to perform no other | 
Miniſterial Function, but preaching and bapti- 
Zing, and delivering the Elements at the Lord's 
Supper. In the Church of England there are 
alſo Presbyters, authorized to diſcharge all 
the Duties of the Paſtoral Office, as thoſe of 
the Ancient Church were. And over both 
theſe Biſhops preſides, as the chief Rulers in 
their reſpectiyxe Sees. There is alſo this A- 

ree ment between the Primitive Church former- 
, and the Church of England now, That as 


all thoſe ſeveral Offices were then executed; not 


by Laymen, but by certain Perſons” folemnly 
ordained thereunto ; fo in the Engliſh Church 
now all thoſe who execute the Office of a Bi- 
ſhop, Prieſt, or Deacon, muſt be in Orders. 
This is ſuch an Agreement in Government 


Wich the Primitive Church; 25 is not to be found 
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and the Endowment! of Parochial Churches by 
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in any other Form of Church-Government 
whatſoever. _ In the Prasbyterian Model of Go- 
vernment, there is but one of gheſe three Of- 
fices, viz, Biſhops or Presbyters, which you 
will call them. And tho' in the Independent 


Model there are three diſtin& Eccleſiaſtical Of- 


fices; yet two of them, contrary to the Pra- 
Rice of all Antiquity, are born and executed 
by Laymen. I: ſhall only add one thing more, 
hat as then all the Power of Legiſlature to 
which the Church pretends, was lodged in their 
Synods, who had the Authority of making Ca- 
nons and Conſtitutions, for the hetter manage- 
ment of the ſeveral Churches, as alſo of deter- 
mining all Doubts and Controverſies in Mat- 
ters of Faith; ſo now all the Power, to which 
the Church pretends of that Nature, is lodged 
in this Church in her National and Provincial 
Convocations. The great Difference therefore 
between the Diſcipline of the Ancient Church, 
and the Modern Government of the Engi 


Church, ſeems to lie here: Iu the Primitive 
Church che Presbyters had no ſettled Cure, but 


were ſent by the Biſhop to preach and exerciſe 
their Miniſtry, where there was the greateſt 
hopes of propagating the Goſpel; whereas now 
ſince the general Converſion of the Nation, 


the pious- Munificence of Lay-Patrons, ''the 
Presbyters in the Church have fix d aid cet- 
tain Cutes. This is fo far from being any Cor- 


Tuption; that ic isa very great Advantage,” both 


to the Church, and her Officers, to have them 


ſo very well provided for in their reſpective 
Cures; and that their Condition of Life is now 
abundantiy more fixed, than when obliged to 
80 from place to place, as the Biſhop ſaw-Oc- 
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cafion. In the Ancient Church alſo, the Right 
of Electing to any Ecceſiaſtical Office, ſeems 
to have been veſted in the People, by whoſe 
Suffrage thoſe who were advanced in the 
Church were choſen ; whereas now the right 
of preſenting. to Eccleſiaſtical Cures is lodg'd 
in the Hands of the Lay-patrons. It is difficult 
indeed to give any certain Account how this 
Right came to be transferred from the People 
to the Patron, tho I look upon this as a pro- 
bable Account thereof. When the Churches 
were, upon the General Converſion of the King- 
dom, founded and endowed by the pious Muni- 
ficence of the ſeveral Lords of Mannors, who 
. . erected and endowed Parochial Churches for 
the uſe of themſelves and Tenants in their re- 
ſpectire Royalties, they did (as eſteeming it e- 
qual that thoſe, at whoſe charge the Miniſter 
Was maintained, ſhould. chuſe him) reſerve the 
Right of Electing and Pre ſenting a Miniſter, to 
Nerve in their own- Church, to themſelves and 
their Heirs. As this ſeems to have been the Ori- 
ginal of the Patron's right of Preſentation, ſo 
that it is thus, is many times of advantage to the 
Church: For if the Vulgar were now to elect 
their oẽn Miniſters, ſuch is the Corruption of 
Mens Minds, and Manners, that we have juſt 
ground to fear they would not always make the 
Felt choice for themſelves. But yet I could 
a wiſh that there were a Means found out 
to preſerve the Patron's Right, and fo far to re- 
ſtote the Primitive Practice, that Miniſters 
might not be thruſt upon Pariſhes againſt their 
on Conſent. There ſeems alſo to ſome to be 
another difference between the Ancient and 
Modern Diſcipline of the Church, which is this; 
The Extent of the Biſhop's Juriſdiction ſeems 
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then not to have been near ſo large as now. A: 
bout this there have been vatious Opinions; and 
after all that has been ſaid hy the one ſide, or the: 
other, it remains doubtful, whether at ſirſt the 
Limits of their Juriſdiction were confined within 
the compaſs of one ſingle Congregation, ot na. 
There are many Expreſſions in Antiquity, that 
would induce us to believe that it was; tho! the 
Numbers of Subaltern Officers, in ſome Churches 
eſpecially, do tender it very ptobable, that their 
Juriſdiction did extend to more Societies; of 
Chriſtians, than one: In this uncertainty, it is 
poſſible that the Biſhop's Juriſdicion anciently 
was not, on the one hand, ſo narrow as ſome 
would make it; nor yet, on the other hand ſo 
wide as others. And it ſeems now to be ſome diſ- 
advantage to the Engliſh Church, that ſome of the 
Sees are ſo very large, that it is very difficult. for. 
any one Man te diſcharge his = copal Charge 

as he ought to do. It were therefore to be wiſh'd, 
That the Extent ol every Dioceſs were reduced 


to ſuch a P tion, that at leaſt every Coun 
ty in England might-have its o; Biſhop. But 


yet, tho this is a very great diſadvantage to the 
Church, and renders the Epiſcopal Ofſice to 
great a Burden for one Man's Shoulders; it is but 
an accidental Difformity at moſt, which there is 
in this reſpect between the Ancient and Modern 
Government of the Church. And this Diffor- 
mity. will appear yet leſs, if we conſider, that 
the Extent of the Epiſcopal Juriſdiction as t 
place, is no where limited in Seripture; asalſohow 
uncertain we are, What waß the Extent of the: 
Ancient Dioceſes. There are indeed ſome other 
Corruptions crept into the Government of che: 
Engliſh Church, which are neceſſary to ba amend- 
ed; but yet there is notlüng in that Hierarchy, 
ilellina | nie 


nas much as they look upon 


(5689 
wich can cauſe any Man, that conſiders the 
Government of the Primitive Church, and how 
near ours doth agree thereunto, to wiſh- for, or 
deſire its Aboliſhmenc and Extirpation. For that 
it is the Government-of the Church of Rome, is 
no Argument at all for its being laid aſide by us; 
for tho? we ought: to reject alł the Corruptions of 
that Church, yet for the ſake! of Theſa we ought 
not to reject thoſe things which are: agreeable; to! 
e and Antiquity; tho they are practiſed 
by thoſe of that Communion, ' To conclude 
therefore, as I can ſee no Reaſon why any ſhould 
ned Extirpation of Dioceſan Epiſcopacy 
land; ſo Ithink ——— — demand 
che ceration of that Government, which has 
been 6 long practiſed in the Engliſh Church. 
2Dbje;" 8. It may perhaps be objected by ſome 
again an Union, That it will be invainito make 
att Propoſals for an Union, unleſß, as A Prelimi- 
thereunto; che Church of England will pro- 
— — to require the Uſe of her Liturgy; fot” 
it unlavviul to impoſe 
any Form of Prayer to be uſed univetſally, by 
thoſewho do officiate as Miniſte s in the Church; 
Phat they believe thut the Impoſition of theſt 

_ and che tying up every Miniſter to a vreſerit'd, 
Form of Words, from which:they:muft:not vary, 
is a Miolation of Chtiſtidn and à Hin- 
drunde to the Uſe and Improvement of thoſe? 
Gifts and Talents, which God has: mi- 
ben e ne Edification of the Church. 1 
The Stbiancoof wharis alledg'dagainſt 

2 U in this Objectien, is this; Thati tho! it 
bs lav vful to uſe a preſcrib'd Form oſ Prayer, yet 
it is unlawful to impoſe one, for thut fuchan Im- 

is 4 Violation vf vur Chriſſian Liberty, 


aid A Hindranee of the * aur Mi- 
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niſterial Talents. The manifeſting two. Things, 
will anſwer the Objection fully, viz. That the 
requiring the Uſe of a Publick Form of Worſhip, 
is no Violation at all of Chriſtian Liberty, of 
Hindrance of the Improvement of our Miniſte- 
rial Talents. As alſo, That tho' there are ſome 
things in the Publick Prayers of the Church, the 
Amendment whereof many ſober and pious Men 
wiſh for; yet as to the Subſtance thereof it is 
excellently fitted and adapted for publick Uſe. 
1. The requiring the Uſe of a publick Form 
of Worſhip is no Violation of Chriſtian Liberty, 
or Hindrance to the Improvement of our Mini- 
ſterial Talents. That the Uſe of ſet Forms is 
lawful, is acknowledged by moſt ; tho' if it were 
denied, the Publick Liturgies of ſeveral of the 
Ancient Churches, which no doubt were deſign- 
ed for the Uſe of them, do evidence that they 
were uſed very early in ſeveral of the Eaſern 
Churches. We have the Remains of ſeveral of 
them, tho much corrupted by the Church of 
Rome to this Day. Neither is it any Argument 
againſt the Antiquity of thoſe Liturgies, or their 
being uſed by the Churches whoſe Name they 
bear, that they are ſo groſly interpolated by the 
Church of Rome : This is indeed an Argument of 
their- being corrupted, but not that they are 
wholly ſpurious. The great thing therefore ob- 
jected as to theſe publick Forms, is not againſt 
the lawfulneſs of their Uſe, but of their Impoſi- 
tion; for it is urged by theſe Men, that the 
Church has no Authority to impoſe any ſet Forms, 
to be univerſally uſed by her Miniſters; That 
this is a Violation of Chriftian Liberty, and a 
Hindrance to the Improvement of our Miniſte- 
rial Talents. I confeſs, if the Liturgy were ſo 
far impoſed, as that we were forbid to pray at 


all in any other Words, we might then indeed 
TH. I obje & 
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object againſt the Impoſition thereof as a Viola- 
tion of Chriſtian Liberty, and a Hindrance to 
the Jmprofeinene of our Miniſterial Talents: 
But ſeeing we are not forbid to pray for the Sup- 


ply of the Wants either of our ſelves, or of that 


P 


articular Place where we are called to Miniſter 
in Holy Things, in Words and Expreſſions adap- 
ted and ſuited to our, or their preſent Circum- 
Faure. L cannot ſee where the Strength and Con- 
equence of the Objection lies. Tho we are en- 
joined to offer up the publick Requeſts of the 
Church in Words injoined and required by her 
Governours; if their be nothing ſinful in the 
Forms preſcribed, I know not where the unlaw- 
fulneſs of their Preſcription lies; neither can I 
ſee how it can be any Bar to Chriſtian Liberty, 
tho' they are impoſed by the Church. I ſhall only 
add one thing more, That as Prayer is an asking 
of God the Mercies we ſtand in need of; ſo it is 
but reaſonable, that thoſe publick Mercies which 
we all ſtand in need of, every where and at all 
times, ſhould be petitioned for by all in the ſame 
Words. OY | | 
2. Tho' there are ſome. things in the Liturgy, 
for the Amendment of which many pious and ſo- 
ber Men wiſh ; yet as to the Subftance thereof 
it is excellently fitted for the publick Uſe of the 
Church. And tho' ſome things therein may be 
liable to Exception, yet it muſt be acknowledg- 
ed by unpregudic'd. Perſons, that it equals, if not 
excels, every Thing of this Nature.in the World; 
neither do 1 N whatever particular Deſects 
it may have, that) any publick Form of Prayer in 
any Church whatever, excels the publick Pray- 
ers of the Church of England; for its Pithineſs, 
Comprehenſiveneſs, and Copiouſneſs of Expreſ- 
fion. How full and affectionate are its Petitions! 
How ccmprehenſive, but copious is the Scare, 
ö an 
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and how natural and ſmooth are the Expreflions 
thereof! In this excellent Licurgy, the Supply of 
all the publick Neceſſities of the Church in ge- 
neral, and of her Members in particular, are in 
very copious, but comprehenſive Terms ptay'd 
for. And {that which adds a yet greater value 
unto it,] theſe things are asked in Words, not 
only expreſſive of che Things prayed for, but 
adapted alfo to excite, raiſe and engage the Af- 
fections of the humble Suppliant. In a word, 
there is one continued Vain of humble De vo- 
tions, and pious Affections, that runs thro' the 
whole thereof. Thus much I have preſumed to 
affirm concerning its Excellency and Uſefulneſs, 
tho' to give a juſt and true account thereof, muſt 
be the Work of an abler Pen than mine. t 
Object. 9. It may perhaps be objected by ſome 
againſt this Union, That cho' the Church ſhould 
ant all that ſome very Moderate Diſſenters may 
require, that then the Conſtitution of the Churcti 
vill not pleaſe every Body, but will be till liable 
to Exceptions; and that therefore it is better that 
things ſhould continue as they are, ſeeing that this 
Compliance of the Church will not heal the 
Breach, bur only divide the Diſſenters, and wea- 
ken their Intereſt by drawing over ſome of their 
Members to the Communion of the Church. 
Reply. There are three things in this Objection, 
which I ſhall conſider, namely, That if thoſe things 
which are excepted vainſt, ſhould be aboliſh'd, 
or left indifferent, that yet the Churches Conſti- 
cation would not pleaſe every Body, but would 
fill be liable co Exceptions; as s/o, that this 
Compliance of the Church would not heal the 
Breach, but only weaken the Intereſt of the Diſ- 
ſenters, by drawing ſome of their Members over 
to the Communion of the Church of England. 
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7. It is urged as a Plea againſt this Union, That 
if the Church were brought to ſuch a Temper, 
zs to aboliſh, or at leaſt to leave the Rites ex- 
cepted againft as indifferent in their Uſe, as they 
are in their Nature, that yet this would noc 
pleaſe and ſatisfy every Man, but ſome would 
ſtill be diſcontented. In anſwer to this, I grant, 
That it is impoſſible, by the utmoſt Endeavours 
of pious and peaceable Men, to pleaſe all Men. 
The Deſign therefore of prefling this Matter up- 
on the Church, is not with any hopes of pleaſing 
all Men: For I am ſatisfied, that there are many 
Men, who are reſolved not to be ſatisfied ; whoſe 
Separation from the Church, as it is not ground- 
ed upon any Pretence of Reaſon, ſo they will 
never be ſatisfied, or by any Reaſons preyailed 
wich to return to an Union and Communion 
with her. Some of the Diſſenters are poſſeſſed 
with ſuch a Spitit of Contradiction, that it is im- 
poſſible to ſatisſy them by the utmoſt Endeavours 
of reaſonable Men. It is not the Satisfaction of 
theſe Men, who are reſolved to be troubleſome, 
that I am labouring to procure, neither do I en- 
deavour after an Union with theſe, for this were 
to ſtrive at Impoſſibilities. My great Deſign 
therefore in thus earneſtly perſwading the Church 
to ſeek an Uaion with her Diſſenting Brethren, 
at the Expence of indifferent Rites, which are 
pot abſolutely neceſſary for the Decency of the 
Worſhip, is (if poſſible) to bring things to ſuch a 
remper, that the reaſonable and modeit Diſſen- 
ters may have Satisfation, and that the reſt may 
be left inexcuſable: For this muſt- and will be the 
Conſequence of the Church's Clemency. The 
Reaſonable Men among the Diſſenters will re- 
turn to the Communion of the Church, and the 
Separation of the reſt will then appear, when 
dat their Pretences of ſeparating are taken away, 
„ yP - 25 more 
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more evidently to be the Effect, not of a tender 
Conſcience, but perverſe Obſtinacy. By this In- 
ſtance of Clemency and Condeſcenſion to her 
weak Brethren, the Reputation of the Church 
will be advanced, and the Credit of her obſtinate 
and rebellious Sons will be greatly leſſened. 

2. It is farther objected, That tho thoſe things 
which are excepted againſt were left indifferent, 
the Church would ſtill be liable to Exceptions. 
En it; for it is impoſſible that in this imper- 

ct State the Conſtitution of the Church ſhould 
ever be reduced to ſuch a State of ſinleſs Perfe- 
ction, as to be wholly without ſpot or blemiſh. 
Tho' if this were not only poſſible, but actually 
ſo, yet then the Church would not be ſafe from 
the Cavils and Exceptions of unreaſonable Men: 
For, if the innocent Life of our dear Redeemer 
was not free from the Reproaches of his Enemies, 
tho' his Life were a Pattern of Perfect and Cele- 
ſtial Holineſs; much leſs can we think or expect, 
that the Church, tho' her Conſtitution were ne- 
yer ſo pure, and free from Sin, ſhould be exempt- 


ed from being liable to the Exceptions of ſuch as 
theſe. It is the peculiar Immunicy and Happi- 


neſs of che Church triumphant in Heaven, to be 
both ſinleſs and undeſerving Reproach her ſelf, 


and alſo to be ſafe from all the Exceptions here 


made againſt her. Unleſs, therefore, we could 
either hope that it were poſſible for the Church 
Militant here on Earth to be capable of a Com- 
munity of Privileges with the Church triumphant 
4 ., | 
in Heaven, by being, as that is, exempted: and 
freed from all manner of Sin, and every. Blemiſh; 


or that the ſame Spirit of Love and Charity: 


which poſſeſſes and reigns -in the Breaſt of every 
glorious Angel and holy Sout in. Heaven, would 
ſubdue and captivate the Spirit of every turbulent 
and unquiet Perſon on Earth; it is not to be = 
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ped that the Church will 3 ſecure from the 
Slanders and s of thoſe whoſe Delight 
it is to find fault wich, and ſpeak evil of things 
they kno nor, That a Church is liable to Ex- 
ceptions, is not a-juſtifiable Cauſe of Separation 
from her, unleſs that we our ſelves have any juſt 
Matter of Exception againſt her. E arther, No Ex- 
ceptions againſt a Church are juſtifiable, unleſs the 
Things excepted againft can be proved by us to 
be, from the expreſs Warrant of che Sctiptutes, 
unlawful: This nothing can ever be proved to 
be, if it be not againſt that Word of Truth which 
is the compleat Rule of Faith and Obedience. 
For if a Church's being liable to Exception be 
any juftifiable Warrant to withdraw our ſelves 
from her Communion then we muſt' have 
Communion with no Church on Earth: For, 
What Church is there which is not liable to Ex- 
ceptions ? This - ſhould ſatisſie every reafonable 
Man, chat if he is convinced in his own Mind 
that there is nothing finful, which he is obliged 
to do as a Member of that Church, with whom 
he is in Communion; no pretence of ſomethings 
being expedient or unneceſſary there in, can juſti- 
frei his Separation from it. For, as an Excellent 
Divine well obſerves; -Not things Expedient or 
Inerpedient, but Lawful or Unlawful, ought to 
be the Meaſure of our Obedience. 

3. It is urged, That this Condeſcenſion of the 
Church, in leaving the Things whichare except- 
ed againſt indifferent, will not heal: the Breach, 
but; only leſſen it, by drawing off many of the 
Diſſenters from that Intereſt. I confeſs, that I do 
not believe: or expect, that this Condeſcenſion on 
the Churchꝭs part will altogether heal the Breach: 
For I am perſwaded that there is a Generation of 
Mien in the World, whoſe: Intereſt it is to em- 
3 2 and heighten our Differences. 
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of are others who are poſſeſſed with a Spirit 


of Oppoſition, whoſe delight therefore it is to 
fiſh in troubled Waters. There are others, whoſe 
Prejudices are ſo great, that they cannot be eaſily 
(at leaft preſently) ſurmounted. All theſe are, 
and will be, averſe to any Union. Therefore 
tho I cannot hope, that by this means the Breach 
will be quite healed; yet I am perſwaded, if the 
Church would but come to any Te as to 
theſe Matters in Diſpute, that the Wound, which 
is now very great, would be very much leſſened. 
By this means, tho' not all, yet very many of the 
Difſenters, and [which is moſt deſirable] the moſt 
learned and conſiderable Perſons of that Parry, 
would be brought over to the Intereſt of the 
Church. By the Acceſſion of theſe to her Inte- 
reft, the Church would not only receive a very 
great addition to her Strength; but the Diſſen- 
ting Intereſt, which is now very ſtrong, would 
in all probability be thereby terribly ſhatter' d. 
And That Intereſt grows ſo ſtrong, and the 
Numbers of choſe who withdraw their Commu- 
nion from Her are fo many, that I think it high- 


ly concerns the Church to confider of ſome Me- 
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thods to weaken the one, and leſſen the ot her. 
Object. 10. It may farther be objected, That 
an Union between the Church- men and the rea- 
ſonable Diſſenters would be ſo far from being an 
Advantage to, or the Intereſt of the Nation, that 
it would be very dangerous, if not deſtructive, to 
the Civil Govefnment of it. (This ſome may ſay) 
would remove the preſent Ballance on wich the 
Security of the State doch depend; And that, as- 
it is the Honour of His Majeſty to hold the Bal- 
lance of Europe, by maintaining an e/Equilibriam- 
among the ſeveral States thereof; ſo alſo the ſame 
Policy requires, that at home the Ballance be- 


tween the Church and State. ſhould be kept ſo 


top'd 
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top'd that the Civil Government be not over- | 
top'd by the Eccleſiaſtical Power; and that this 
would he the certain Conſequence of ſuch an it 
Union. Who would (may theſe Men ſay) have e 
deſired that Spain ſhould ever have fallen under 1 
the Dominion, and into the Intereſt of France, for P 
the ſake of the ſpecious Name of Unity ? In like ſi 
manner, if the Church were rendred ftrong by ei 
the Re- union of the Diſſenters thereunto, it u 
would again overtop the State, and we ſhould be, A 
as in the Times of Popery, again Prieſt-ridden, fi 
and enſlaved to the imperious Humours of the H 

ergy. tl 
Reply. The Strength of the Objection lies here, | 
That an Union between the Church-men and the · 
modeſt Diſſenters, will be a Detriment to the Ci- 
vil Government, in that it will remove the preſent 
Ballance between the Church and State, the Re- 
moval whereof will be prejudicial to the latter ; 
and that therefore, to prevent any Inconveniency 
which may accrue to the State by a Removal of 
the preſent Ballance, it is neceſſary to keep up the 
preſent Diviſions in the Church ; leſt being united 
within her ſelf,the preſent Ballance ſhould be loſt ; 
and the Church, grown potent by the Re- union 
of the Diſſenters to her, ſhould overtop the Civil 
' State, to the great Damage of the Kingdom. Theſe 
are the Maxims upon which (it is feared) ſome 
deſigning Politicians, who are more concerned, if 
not for their own Intereſt, yet at leaft for the Wel- 
fare of the State, than of the Church,do go: The 
think that the Eccleſiaſtical and Civil State are fo 
contrary and oppoſite,thar they cannot ſubſiſt to- 
gether; and that therefore the State cannot proſ- 
r, unleſs the Church be oppreſſed and divided. 
o Cut the Sinews off, and give a full Anſwer to 
this Objection, it is neceſſary to Evidence both 
the Impiety and Folly of this pretended —_— 
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1. This is an impious and ſinful Policy. Such 
indeed is the Wickedneſs and Impiety thereof, that 
every good Man ought to abhor and deteſt it. 
Thoſe certainly who oppoſe an Union amon 
Proteſtants upon this Account, whatever Profeſ- 
ſion of Religion they may make,do not herein act 
either as Chriſtians or Proteſtants, The Maxim, 
upon which all their Policy is built, is the higheſt 
and moſt impious Reflection which Men can poſ- 
ſibly caſt upon the Saviour of the World and his 
Apoſtles, who are the Authors of all that Power 
the Church is entruſted with. The Maxim, upon 
which the whole Scheme of their Policy is laid, 
is this, That the Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Power are 
contrary to each other, and that therefore the En- 
creaſe of the one muſt neceſſarily be the Diminu- 
tion of the other. This Maxim is both falſe in it 
ſelf, and a profane Reflection upon Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles. To aſſert this, is to profeſs that they 
believe, Chriſt and his Apoſtles came, in the lite- 
ral Senſe of the Words, to ſend a Sword upon the 
Earth, to diſturb the Peace of the World, and de- 
ſtroy its Order, by ſetting up a Power in the 
Church deſtructive to Civil Government: This is 
ſuch a Reflection upon Chriſt the Author of our 
Holy Religion, and ſo contrary to his Deſign who 
has made Obedience to Magiſtrates one great 
Branch and Duty of Religion, that a good Man 
cannot but reject it with Indignation. | 
2. Thoſe who are influenced. by ſuch Political 

Conſiderations as theſe, to hinder and oppoſe an 
Union between the Church- men and che Diſſen- 
ters, are guilty of as much Folly as Impiety: As 
therefore good Men will reje& their Policy for its 
Impiety, ſo a wiſe Man will explode it for its 
Folly. The Folly of this pretended Policy is de- 
monſtrable in theſe two Particulars : Nr. 
1. A Comprehenſion will not remove the pre- 
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ſent Ballance between the Church and State, as is 
. pretended, and therefore can be no Detriment to 
the Civil Power. Methinks, I would charitably 
hope that there are none, eſpecially among our 
Rulers, who are acted by Politicks, which cannot 
be urged without Impiety , or practiſed without 
Folly ; but yet, if this be really an Objection with 
any againſt a Comprehenſion, it muſt have recei- 
ved its Original and Riſe from the ill Uſe the 
Church-men (as Hiſtory informs us) made of their 
Power, when it was fully in their Hands, by their 
conſtant Enchroach ments upon the Rights of the 
Civil State. It is confeſs'd, the Miſ-improvements 
of the Eccleſiaſtical Power, and the imperious Car- 
riage of the Clergy, even to Crowned Heads, in 
the Times of Popery , when the Clergy with an 
uncontrouled Sway domineered over the Gonſci- 
ences of Men, may juſtly make us afraid of falling 
any more under their Dominion and Tyranny : 
Bur yet, tho' we have juſt Cauſe to be afraid of 
the 1 of the Popiſh Clergy , we have no 
Reaſon to fear aComprehenfion; for it is a great 
Miſtake in any co apprehend , that this will re- 
move the preſent Balance, which only can be pre- 
tended as a Reaſon of the Danger which theſe ap- 
1 may accrue to the State from this Union. 
f indeed by this Union the Church's Power and 

'Authority would be enlarged, or her Wealth en- 
creaſed, there might be ſome Ground for theſe 
Fears, and conſequently ſome Reaſon for this Ob- 
jection. But it by a Comprehenſion, tho the Terms 
of Communion would be ſome what enlarged, and 
her Members thereby become (we hope) more nu- 
merous, there would yet be no Encreafe of her 
Power and Authoriry, as diſtinct from the Civil 
State; the Ballance would ſtill continue as it is 
berwixt the Church and State, and no Danger 
would ariſe upon that Account to the State from 
2 hy = 


a Comprehenſion, I cannot therefore but ob- 
ſerve, that the Inſtance alledged in the ObjeRion 
will not anſwer the End for which it is brought: 
For France, and the other States of Europe, have 
contrary Intereſts, and are oppoſite each to other ; 
and therefore the Enlargement of the Power of 
France muſt be a Leſſening to that of the neigh- 
bauring States: But the Church and State are not 
thus contrary each to other; but their Interefts are 
interwoven, ſo that the Proſperity of the one is 
the Advantage of the other. Add to this, Thar 
by the Addition of Spain to France, there would 
not only be an Enlargement of her Dominions, 
but alſo an Encreaſe of her Power; which being 
already ſo great as to make her formidable to the 
neighbouring States, it is their Intereſt to prevent - 
this Union: But this cannot be pleaded by any 
againſt a Comprehenſion ; for neither is the 
Church's Power at preſent formidable to the State, 
nor yet would ic by the Re. union of the Diſſen- 
ters to her be made ſo, in that by this Union her 
Authority would not be at all increaſed. To con- 
clude this Argument, As it is the Honour of His 
Majeſty, by holding the Scale of Europe in his Hand, 
to maintain and preſerve the preſent Peace invio- 
lable; fo it will be the immortal Honour of His 

Majeſty, and thoſe worthy Patriots of their Coun- 

try whoſe Province it is to engage in this great 
and weighty Enterprize, to reſtore in ſome mea- 
ſure the Peace of our Engliſh 1/-ael, which has been 
a great while corn and rent by inteſtine Diviſions 
about Matters of very little moment. The Ac- 
compliſhment of this great Work will for ever re- 
dound to the Honour of thoſe who ſhall be the 
happy Inſtruments of effecting it; and the Advan- 
tages accruing , not only to the preſent , but to 
ſucceeding Ages alſo from it, will be ſo great, 
that the 858 to come will riſe up and 
call them Bleed. K 2 2. An 
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2. An Union between the Church- men and 
Diſſenters, would greatly ſtrengthen the Civil 
State. So far would a Comprehenſion be from 
being dangerous or deſtructive to the Government 

of the Nation, that it would on the contrary be 
a very great Advantage to it: For nothing can 
ſtrengthen the Civil State like an Union in the 
Church. By this means thoſe Factions which di- 
vide the State, and ariſe from the Differences in 
Religion, would be extinguiſhed, and the Power 
of Religion would get ground in the Hearts of 
Men; than which nothing can tend more to the 
Safety of the Civil Government. Nothing can 
be a ſtronger Tie upon Men to obey the Civil 
Power, than the Obligation of Conſcience; no- 
thing can influence the Conſciences of Men like 
the powerful Influences of that Religion which 
teaches Men for Conſcience- ſake to be ſubject to 
the Higher Powers, as Miniſters of God to them 
for good. Whatever therefore advances the Life 
. and Power of the true Religion in a Kingdom, 
doth very much advance the Security of the Ci- 
vil State. For if there be nothing elſe but the 
Ties of Intereſt or Fear, without any inward 
Principle of Religion, to keep Men within the 
Bounds of their Duty to the Civil Powers, the 
Government will ſtand upon a very uncertain 
Foundation; and will be continually in danger! 
of being overturned, when either the Intereſts 
of Men change, or the Grounds of Fear, whereby 
Men of factious Spirits are contained within the 
Bounds of their Duty, by the encreaſe of their 
Power are taken away. Hence is it, that he who 
converſes with Books will find, that the Declen- 
ſion of the Power of Religion in a Kingdom, has 
nſually been à, ſad Preſage of the Deſtruction of 
| the Civil State, To wind up this Argument, If 
| nothing can be ſo great a Secutity and Support 
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to the Civil State, as the Power of Religion, and 
nothing can advance the Life and Power of Re- 
ligion ſo much as an Union among the Profeſſors 
of it; then an Union between the Church-men 
and the Reaſonable and Modeſt Diſſenters, would 
be ſo far from being dangerous to, that on the 
contrary, it would be the Security of che Civil 
State. I ſhall add nd more, but only obſerve, 
That as it is the Intereſt of the Kingdom, that 
Religion and Unity ſhould be promoted ; ſo thoſe 
Politicians who oppoſe and are afraid of an U- 
nion among us, as dangerous to the Government, 
are very much miſtaken. | 
'' Thus have I impartially given the Reaſons why 
an Union betwixt the Church of England and the 
Reaſonable Diſſenters, is very deſirable, and 
ought to be endeavoured afrer by all who have 
any regard either to the Welfare of Religion or 
their Country. I have alſo impartially, and with- 
out Prejudice, conſidered what is, or may (with 
11 any colour of Reaſon) be objected againſt it. I 
proceed now to propoſe ſome Methods, which 
(with Submiſſion to better Judgments) I believe 
would very much contribute to the effecting and 
accompliſhing of this good and great Work; and, 
which (if they were but put in execution) would 
(TI believe) very much advance the Honour and 
|, Intereft of the Engliſh Church. I ſhall only add 
this, That as the Danger of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, from the reſtleſs Endeavours of the Papilts 
from without, and her inteſtine Diviſions from 
within, which are of ſo much Advantage to the 
Papiſts, put me at firft upon this Work; ſo the 
following Propoſals were (without any regard 
to the particular and private Intereſt of any 
Party of Proteſtants) calculated by the Author 
of them, to promote and advance the Honour 
olf Religion, the Intereſt of the Church, _ 
C5 , 6 


( 70 )) 


the Welfare and Advantage of the Kingdom. 

Propoſal I, That no Miniſter, who has one Li- 
wing with Cure of Souls worth 60 l. per Ann. real Va- 
Iue, or that Sum coming in yearly by or from any Eſtate 
Eecleſaſtical or Temporal, togetber with a Living with 
Cure of Souls of any Value whatever, ſhall be capable 
of taking another Benefice with Cure of Souls, without 
4 Refienation of bis firſt Living or Benefice. And to 
prevent Fraud in this matter, it is farther propoſed, That 
all Faculties be nulled and void. It is farther propoſed, 
That if any Perſon, bavi 
Souls under the Value aforeſaid, ſhall afterward be pre- 

erred to another Living with Cure of Souls above that 
Value, be be obliged to reſign the former Living. It is 


farther propoſed, That where any Perſen ſhall have two 


Liwings, they ſball lie ſo near, that be may perſonally 
ſupply them both, As alſo, That no Incumbent, or Mi- 
wiſter in any Market Town, ſhall be capable of any o- 
ther Living, without a Reſignation of that. 

This Article is levelled againſt all Pluralities, 


where the Smallneſs of the Maintenance doth not 


make it abſolutely neceſſary. Pluralities have 


with great Reaſon been, in all Churches what- 

ever, reckoned a very great Corruption; and 
therefore ought. to be aboliſhed, as much as poſ- 
ſible, in a Church that pretends to be Reformed. 
There have been many Canons of Councils, and 
ifome Laws made by Parliaments, againſt this 
Corruption: But notwithſtanding theſe, there are 


- Nill ſhameful Inſtances of the Avarice of many 
Clergy- men in this reſpet. Pluralities are a ge- 


neral Detriment to Religion; for when Men ſee 
their Minifters heaping up of Preferments, they 
are tempted to believe that there is no ſuch thing 
as Religion in the World, and that the Miniſtry 
is only a ſecular Trade and Employment where- 


by Learned Men get Riches and Eſtates for them- 


** 


ö ſelves and their Children; and not a Sacred Fun- 


ction, 


7 a Living with Cure of 
a 
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Rion, inſtituted and appointed for the Good and 
Advantage of the People. Some Pariſhes indeed 
are ſo ill provided of a Maintenance for their Mi- 
niſters, that, without the Addition of another 
Cure, they cannot ſubſiſt: It were indeed to be 
wiſhed that this Evil were removed, and that the 


ſmall Livings were either by Law, or by the pious 
Munificence of well-diſpoſed Perſons, augmented 


to ſuch a Proportion, that every Pariſh might be 


able to maintain its own Miniſter; but until this 
be done, it is neceſſary that in ſome caſes Plura- 
lities ſhould be allowed. But however, ſeein 

the very End and Deſign of endowing Parochi 

Churches was the more conſtant and regular Sup- 
ply of the ſeveral Pariſhes; it is reaſonable that 
thoſe Pariſhes which have a competent Maince- 
nance for a Miniſter, ſhould have their own In- 
cumbents to officiate duly and conſtantly among 
them. But yet, tho' by this Article I would re- 
{train Pluralities wich Cure of Souls, yet I would 
not put a Bar to any deſerving Perſon's receiving 


Advantage from thoſe Dignities which the Church 


has to diſpoſe of for the Encouragement of Learn- 
ing and Piety, and to which there is no Cure of 
Souls annexed; theſe may be enjoyed by any 
who have the Cure of Souls already committed 
unto them, in that they do not interfere with 
their preſent Charge. 3 
Prop. 2. That every Miniſter do reſide upon bis Be- 
nefice, except ſuch as bave two Livings; in which caſe 
it ſhall be ſufficient that the Miniſter do reſide upon one 
of them. ' | 
Non Reſidence is another Corruption in the 
Church, which is the neceſſary Effect and Con- 
ſequence of Pluralities: For if a Minifter have 
more than one Living, he muſt neceſſarily be for 
allowing Non-Refidence ; becauſe it is impoſſi- 


ble that he who has two Livings ſhould reſide 


upon 
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upon both. © The” rooting out the reſore one of 


theſe Evils, will be a great ſtep to the rooting 
out the other. It is a horrible Shame, that ſome 
of the beſt Livings in England for Maintenance, 
are neglected by their Minifters, who hardly ever 
come at them, except it be to receive their Rents ; 
as tho' there were no Proviſion for a Miniſter 
upon the Place. This is not only a groſs Neg- 
lect of their Duty, who are obliged by their Fun- 
ctions to take Care of the Souls of thoſe over 
whom they are ſet by the Providence of God in 
Spiritual Things, but it is a Detriment to the 
Poor; for Miniſters ought to ſet a good Exam- 
ple to their Flocks, and to uſe Holpitality and 
Charity to the Poor. But how can either of theſe 
be done by thoſe Miniſters, who hardly ever 
come at their Cure? It is an Obſervation, that 
(as the late Biſhop of Worceſter tells us) is made by 
the Canonift, That there is no Command for Reſidence 
in Scripture, becauſe the Nature of the Duty requires it. 
Did Men but conſider the End of their Miniſtry, 
and the Nature of that Holy Office which they 
bear, they would not be ſo careful of the Fleece, 
and ſo negligent of the Flock, as they generally 


are. No wonder that there is ſo little ſerious Re- - 


ligion among us, when by many Paſtours there 
is ſo very little Care taken to inſtruc or teach 
their People. better by their own Examples. 

Prop. 3. That for the better Sanctification of the 
Lord's Day, and Inſtruction of the People, every 
Miniſter ſhall preach twice within bis Pariſh every 
Lord's Day ; or elſe ſpend as much time as will be equi- 
 walent thereunto, in Inſtruct ing his Pariſhioners by, either 
Expoſition of the Scriptures, or Catechizing of Youth, 
except, | by reaſon of the Deficiency of the Maintenance, 
be be poſſeſſed of tino Benefices, lying ſo near together, 
that be ſupply them both; in hich caſe it ſhall be ſuf- 
ficient to preach once every Lord's Day in either Pariſh 3 
Regs provided 


. 


} 
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ovided that this Injunftion do not oblige, where Sicł- 
meſs, or any other extraordinary Accident doth prevent 
Much depends upon the putting this Article in 
Execution: For by this means Minifters will be 
more ingaging in their Theologick Studies, to the 
increaſing of chat very neceſſary part of Learn- 
ing among the Clergy. The Lord's Day, a great 
part of which in many Country- places, is now - 
grolly profaned, will be better ſanctified by the 
People ; who alſo by this means will be better 
inſtructed in their Duty to God and the King. 
| Frequent Preaching alſo will have a Tendency 
to keep Men to the practice of their Duty, 
by keeping up the Spirit of Piety among them. 
Laſtly, the Miniſtry by this means will grow 
into Repute ; for the Honour of that profeſ- 
ſion depends upon frequent and ſerious Preach- 
ing 1 b 
Prop. 4. That no more be required to take a Living 
than a ſolemm Declaration of our belief of the Truth 
of the Articles of the Church of England; 43 alſo; 
an open Declaration that we will conform our ſelves to 
the Uſage and Cuſtoms of the Church of England, as 
it ſhall be then by Law Eftabliſhed. | 
- There are three things deſigned by this Propo- 
fal. The preſerving the Faith of the Chureh from 
Corruption, The keeping up the uniform Or- 
der of the Church, and the ſatisfying Men f 
tender Confciences. As it is neceſſary that the 
Faith of the Church ſhould be preſerved free from 
every Corruption, ſo I believe the ſolemn Decla- 
ration of our belief of the things mentioned in 
the former part of this Article, will effectually ſe- 
cure it from all Attempts of Deceivers to deprave 
it and yet leave Men to a due Liberty of Thought 
as to ſome ſpeculative Matters, in which ſeveral” 
learned and pious Men ay be-of different Opt- 


nions. 


5 
nions. Such a ſolemn Declaration of our belief 
of the Truth of the Articles of the Church of 
England, will alſo prevent the Prevarications, and 
detect the Hypocriſie of thoſe Perſons, who now 
ſubſcribe them indeed, but not as Articles of 
Faith, but Articles of Peace. I confeſs, thoſe 
who can thus prevaricate, have found out a way 
to evade the Force of any Law that can be made; 
and to keep their Livings let what Changes will 
come, even tho Popery it ſelſ ſhould (which God 
prevent) get the aſcendency among us: For ac- 
cording to the Sentiments of theſe Gentlemen, 
we may ſubſcribe to any thing whatever, how 
contrary to Truth ſoever it may be. It is neceſſa- 
ry that the Hypocriſie of theſe Perſons ſhould be 
Tereed, which can be by no other way, than 
by being required to profeſs their belief of the 
things they ſubſcribe to: This will quite over- 
turn that Diſtinction made uſe of by. Men, who 
are reſolved to do any thing but part with their 
Livings. The latter part of chis Article is deſign- 
ed to preſerve the Order of the Church, and yet 
give Eaſe to the tender Conſciences of ſome 
Men ; who, tho' they may think the uſe of the 
things required by the Book of Common-Prayer 


lawful, yet cannot declare their Aſſent and Con- 


ſent to every thing contained in, and preſcri- 


— 


bed by that Book. The things to which we are 


required, by the Act of Uniformity, to give our 
Aſſent and Conſent, may be conſidered, either 
as matters of Faith, er as matters of Practice. If 
we conſider them as matters of Faith, a ſolemn 
Declaration of our Aſſent and Conſent to all and 
every Thing contained in, and preſcribed by the 
Book of Common: Prayer, is a Declaration that we 
do believe, that all the Things and Expreſſions, 
even every Propoſition and Word, in that Book, 
are true, and agreeable to the Word of God; * 
995 that 
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that we do believe that there is nothing contain'd 


in that Book, either as to the Matter expreſt, or 


the manner of Expreſſion, falſe, or difagreeable 
to the Form of found Words. This, ſome think, 
is ſuch an Acknowledgment, as ſeems to e- 
qual the Authority of that Book, with the Au- 
thority of the Bible ; and which therefore any 
Man which' has a due regard to the Autho- 
rity of thoſe Divine Writings, would be very 
loath to make of any Book, but the Bible. Neither 


can any Man, Ithink, ſafely give his Aſſent and 


Conſent to all and every thing contained in the 
Book of Common Prayer in this Sence, who is 
not intirely ſatisfied of the Truth of every 
Thing, even of every Expreſſion contain'd in 
that Book. If we conſider the Things to which 
we are required by the Act of Uniformity to 
ive our Aſſent and Conſent, as Matters of 
ractice only; then the Declaration of our 
Aſſent and Conſent to all and every thing con- 


tain'd in, and preſcribd by the Book of Com- 


mon · Prager, is no more than a ſolemn Obli- 
gation of our ſelves to comply with, and con- 
form to the Cuſtoms of the Church, by uſing the 
things required to be uſed by her Members in 
that Book. This, and no more, ſeems to be the 
Deſign of the Aſſent and Conſent to all and eve- 


ry thing contained in, and preſcribed by the 


Book of Common - Prayer, required by the Act of 
Uniformity: For that the Declaration there men- 
tioned, had a'reſpe& to the things contain d in 
the Book of Common-Prayer, as matters of Pra- 
ctice, and not as matters of Faith, will evident- 
ly appear to every one, that conſiders the Diſtin- 
ction between Articles of Faith, and Matters of 


Practice, made uſe of throughout that Law ; as 


alſo, that the Declaration there mentioned, is by 


that Law applied, not to the belief of every Word 


L 2 | and 
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and Propoſition, but to the Uſe of the things pre- 
ſcribed, in the. publick Service of the Church. 
To this the Declaration it ſelf is limited in that 
AR, as appears by the Paragraph immediately go- 
ing before the Declaration it ſelf, the words where- 
of are theſe; Aud to the end, that Uniformity in the 
Publick Worſhip of God ( which is ſo much deſired ) 
may be ſpeedily feed, Be it further enacted by the 
Authority aforeſaid, That every Parſon, Vicar, or other 
Miniſt er whatſoever, who now. hath and enjoyeth any 
Eccleſiaſtical Benefice or Promotion within this Realm 
of England, or Places aforeſaid, ſhall in the Church, 
Chappel, or place of Publick Worſhip belonging to the 
ſaid Benefice or Promotion, upon ſome Lord's- Day before 
the Feaſt of Saint Bartholomew, which fball be in the 
Nar of our Lord God one thouſand fix hundred and 
[xty two, openly, publickly and ſolemnly read the Morn- 
ing and Evening Prayer, appointed to be read by and 
according to the ſaid. Book of Common-Prayer, at the 
times thereby appointed; and after ſuch reading thereof, 
ſhall openly and publickly, before the Congregation there 


aſſembled, declare his unfeigned Aſſent and Conſent to 


the uſe'of all things in the ſaid Dook contained and 
preſcrived in theſe words, and no other: And then 
follows the Declaration it ſelf. And afterwards 
the Law making mention of Lecturers, and re- 
quiring them alſo to make the ſame Declaration, 
doth evidently diſtinguiſh between our Aſſent un- 


to, and Approbation of the Book of Common- Prayer, 


as it is in general a publick Form of Worſhip, and 
our particular Conſent to uſe all things contain'd 


thereby. It is evident therefore, that tho' words 


were made uſe of in that Declaration, which ma- 
ny did believe to import the Truth of every in- 


dividual Word 2nd Rite contained in that Book, 
aa who therefore for that Reaſon, could not 


make 
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make it in thoſe words, which were by the Law 
enjoyned ; yet the Deſign of the Law was no 
more, but to enforce the Practice of the things 
contain'd in that Book. And if the words of the 
Declaration themſelves, in their own Significan- 
cy, had been as much limited to the uſe of the 
Prayers and Rights of the Liturgy, as the Law 
did limit the Declaration, there had not ſo many 
left the Communion of the Church on that ac- 
count, as did. There were then, and are ſtill, 
many who would comply with the uſe of many 
things, which they cannot Aſſent to as a matter 
of Faith: For a Man may promiſe to uſe whate- 
ver he believes to be lawful, whereas he cannot 
Aſſent to any thing as an Article of Faith, but 
what he is ſatisfied in his own Mind is contained 
either directly or by conſequence in the Scriptures, 
which are the compleat Rule of Faith. I could 
wiſh therefore, that inftead of the Declaration 
required to be made by that AR, that this or the 
like were required. | 
I A. B.. do promiſe and ingage in the preſence of 
God and this Congregation, that I will comply with 
"the Uſe of thoſe things contained in, and preſcribed by, 
the Book of Gommon-Prayer and Adminiſtration of the' 
Sacraments, &. | | v2 
By this Declaration the Deſign and Intent of 
the Act of Uniformity would be fully anſwered, 
and the Conſciences of Men would not be en- 
ſnared. This would preſerve and ſecure the Uni- 
formity of the Worſhip of the Church, and yet 
would let into her Communion thoſe, who would 
willingly comply with the Uſe of many things, 
which they cannot give their Aſſent unto as mat- 
ters of Faith; who therefore do now refuſe to 
make that Declaration, becauſe they do believe » 
the words thereof do import more than an Obli- 
| SIVA ©. # ks .Sv&9 gation 
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gation to uſe the things required by the Book of 
Comm Prayer, and money more than they 
were intended for by the Act of Uniformity, 
Prop 5. That à certain Number of Divines, who 
ſhall le impowred to call in ſuch of the Diſſenters, to ad- 
viſe with, as they ſhall think fit, be aut borixed by Com- 
miſſi n to review the Book of Common- Prayer and Ad- 
winiftration of the Sacraments ; and to make ſuch Als 
terations therein, as may clear the Senſe, where doubtful, 
and give Satisfaction to tender Conſciences. 95 
It muſt be confeſt, that frequent and unneceſ- 
fary Alterations in the publick Forms of Worſhip; 
are neither deſirable nor expedient, and tends ve- 
ry much to make Mens Minds unſettled and wa- 
vering ; but yet it doth not follow, that all Alte- 
mtions are unreaſonable or unlawful. In fome 
Caſes it is unreaſonable to deny them, for ſome- 
times there is a Neceflity for them. Words fre- 
ntly change their Signification, and Men their 
2uſtoms ; many things that have long lain in Ob- 
ſcurity, are at laſt diſcovered. And as it is in this 
Reſpect with other Things, ſo alſo is it with many 
lefler Truths : We, who ſtand upon as it were the 
Shoulders of our Forefathers, do ſee farther than 
they could. Theſe. Things frequently render it 
neceſlary to alter many things in the publick Of- 
fices'of the Church, as often as eĩther Words change 
their 'Signification, or Men their Cuſtoms; as 
_ often,” as by the Increaſe of Knowledge, - thoſe 
Truths, which have hitherto lain hid in Obſcuri- 
ty, by Men of Learning and Piety are better and 
more clearly underſtood. As therefore (they are 
the Words of a great Man, but a little Tranſpoſed) 
all Men ought on the one Hand to avoid the Im- 
putation of a Deſultory Levity, as tho they loved 
Changes ſor change ſake; ſo on the other Hand 
we muſt avoid a ſullen adhering to things, becauſe 
they were once ſettled, as if Points of Honour 
| were 


| 


like a reproaching Conſtitution; or the Wiſdom 


There have been ſeveral Alterations made already 


their Profeſſion; whereby Berſons baptized are- 
put in remimbrance of Chriſt dying upon the 


/ 
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were to be maintained here; and that it look'd 


of a former Age, to alter what they did: Since it 


certain, that what was wiſely ordered at one 
Time , may be as wiſely changed in another. 


in che publick Service of the Church ſince the Re- 
formation, and why therefore may it not be law- 
ful to alter a few things now? Is there nothing in 
it fit to be conſidered ? Are there no Expreſſions 
in it doubtful, the Sence whereof it is fic ſhould be 
cleared up? Many things might be offered out 
of the Liturgy as worthy of Conſideration, becauſe 
they are now made the Subject of Debate; but we 
would not preſume to dictate to our Superiours, 
and therefore refer our ſelves to them to conſider” 
and determine what is fit to be altered in it. 

Prop. 6. That the Croſs in Baptiſm be left indiffe- 
rent as to its Uſe, ſo that it ſhall be left at every Mini- 
fter's Liberty to aſe it, or not, according as he ſhall judge 
it lawful, or not, in his own Mind. Inn 
There are many, who look upon the Sign of 
the Croſs no more than an honourable Badge of 


Croſs, and of their own Duty in taking up Chriſt's 
Croſs by following and obeying him, which Du- 
ty they think may be indifferently expreſſed either 
by Words or Actions: Theſe think it not Eſſential 
to the Ordinance of Baptiſm , much leſs do they 
look upon it as any Sacramental Sign, or as any 
Similitude or Image forbidden by the Second 
Commandment: If they did believe, that it did in 
the leaft contradict the Divine Precept, they would 
upon no Account uſe it: They at moſt look upon 
it no more than a Rite and Ceremony convenient 
to be retained in that part of Divine Worſhip, - 
wherein Perſons ate dedicated to the _— ; 

£1 vg Jruci- 
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Cruciſied Chriſt; to put them in mind; that they 
ought not to be aſhamed of his Croſs to whoſe 
Service they are devoted. There are others, who 
have quite different Apprehenſions of the Croſs; 
Theſe look upon it as a Ceremony, that has been 
very much abuſed by the Church of Rome, whoſe 
profeſſed Doctrine it is to worſhip all Croſſes, by 
which they are direct Idolaters; and that there- 
fore, tho the abuſe of a thing be no Argument 
ſor its diſuſe, if the thing be uſeful and neceſſary 
in its own nature; it is very convenient, to pre- 
vent the like abuſe of it by us, wholly to lay it 
aſide, eſpecially the Minds of Men being fo in- 
clin'd as they are Superſtition. They further look | 
pon it as an Addition to Baptiſm, ' and that 
— looks very like a Sacramental A- 
ction; for which reaſon they judge the uſe of it 
not juſtifiable, And that which makes them 
the more averſe to the uſe of it, is this, They 
think that it interferes with the Obligation of 
the Second Commandment; They judge it | 
to be, tho not a fixed, yet a tranſient Image; 
for that it is a Repreſentation of the Croſs of 
Chriſt, which is of the very Eſſence of an Image. 
Theſe think that the: Uſe, or even the making, 
not only Graven Images, but the likeneſs of any 
thing in Heaven or Earth, and the introducing 
it into any Part of the Divine Worſhip, is con- 
trary to the Obligations of that Precept; and 
that therefore the Sign of the Croſs being at leaſt 
the Repreſentation of Chriſt Crucified, che Uſe 
of it in any part of Religious Worſhip, to ſpeak 
the moſt favourable they can of it, doth not ap- 
pear to them to be lawful. To all this, on the 
other hand, the Church- men make this further 
Reply, That tho the Papiſts Idolatrouſſy worſhip 
Material Croſſes, yet never the Sign of the Croſs; 


and as to their ſuperſtitious Uſes of this Sign, 
2015 Which 
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which were many, they are not only declared a- 
inſt, but carefully rooted out of the Minds of 
Men. They further ſay, That nothing proper to 
a Sacrament is aſcribed thereunto ; for it is not 
pretended -to be any Sign from God to Man, or 
that any Promiſe of Grace is annexed thereunto ; 
neither is it pretended to be a means of receiving 
Grace from God, nor is there any Efficacy aſcri- 
bed thereunto; much leſs is it by them ſuppoſed 
to be any Seal or Pledge from God, to aſſure the 
Soul of Grace received. They are alſo aſſured 
it can be no Image, becauſe they are aſſured it 


is no proper Act of Worſhip at all, it being a 


Sign from Man to Man, and not from Man to 
God (as yet many other lawful Ceremonies are, 
ſuch as Kneeling, Bowing, Lifting up the Hands 
and Eyes) in which the Miniſter doth declare to 
the Congregation, what is hereafter expected 
from the . Baptized Perſon; and that therefore it 


is not fo much an Image, as Letters and Written 
Words; much leſs is it as much an Image, as was 


the Altar erected by the Ten Tribes and a half, 
to witneſs their part in the God of Mracl. I do 
not pretend to determine who of theſe are in the 
right. It is confe(s'd, the Uſe of it is very Ancient, 
we have Evidences that it was uſed by many of 


the Primitive Fathers, the Memorial of whoſe 


Piety is now very grateful to pious Chriſtians; 
but it muſt be acknowledged allo, that even thoſe 
holy Men-uſed ſome mixtures of Superſtition 
with it. It muſt be alſo conſidered, that it has 
been groſly abuſed by the Papiſts, and a Stone of 
ſtumbling, and a Rock of offence to many ſerious 
Chriſtians ever ſince the Reformation, and ſtill 
continues to be ſo. Many, who have freer 
Thoughts of it than others, may lawfully ufe it ; 
but thoſe, it is certain, * whoſe Thoughts 
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are ſtraitned and bound up about it: For if I be- 
lieve a thing to be unlawful, and yet uſe it, I fin 
againft my own Conſcience, in doing that I am 
perſwaded in my own Mind is contrary to the 
Law of God. To prevent therefore all Diſputes 
about it, it is propoſed, that it be left free to eve- 
ry Man to uſe, or diſuſe it. And to prevent any 
Impoſition on any fide, If the Parent deſire the 
Uſe of it, and the Miniſter refuſe it; or if the 
Parent ſcruple the Uſe of it, and the Minifter 
thinks it convenient to do it; That in caſe of 
ſuch Diſagreement between a Miniſter and his 
Pariſhioner about this matter, the Parent ſhall ap- 
ply himſelf to any neighbouring Minifter to per- 
form that Ordinance for his Child. By this means 
every Man will be left to a freedom of Thought 
within himſelf, and may acquieſce in his own 
Practice. | | 
Prop. 7. That it be left to the Liberty of the Parent, 
whether be will provide any Sureties at bis Child's Bap- 
tiſm, or no; provided, nevertbeleſs, that where there 
are no Sureties, the Parent, or next immediate Rela- 
tion of the Child, be preſent to give an Account of his 
| Faith, and to be informed of bis Duty in relation to the 


Child at the Time of its Bapti(m. 


The Uk of Godfathers is indeed very ancient: | 
And if we look upon them as Collateral Securi- 


ties, which, together with the Parent, the Church 
requires for the bringing up of the Child in the 
Chriſtian Faich, the Infticurion doth abundancly 
beſpeak- the Church's Care for the Souls of her 


Members I cannot therefore-ſee where the Fault 


of this Inſtitution lies, but that in Times when, 
and Places eſpecially where the Spirit of Per- 


ſecution reigns, it is very uſeful; tho', bleſſed 


be God, by Reaſon of the Peace of our Hrael, 
and the univerſal Profeſſion of Chriſtianity a- 
n en: mong 


e /... 
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mong us, they are not ſo abſolutely neceſſary 
at this Day. Whereas therefore, by reaſon of 
the Religious Differences which have for a 
long time reigned among us, many Perſons; 
otherwiſe ſerious and pious, have received in- 
vincible Prejudices againſt them; to which it 
muſt be acknowledged the groſs Abuſe of the 
Inſtitution, by the Neglect of thoſe who have 
undertaken. that Office, without ever regarc = 
ing the Performance of the Duties of it, has 
very much contributed; it is therefore propoſed, 


That for the ſake of Peace, the Weakneſs of our 


Brethren in this reſpe& ſhould be paſſed by, and 
that they ſhould not be required to provide any 
Sureties, if they themſelves will engage to the 
Church, that their Children ſhall be trained up 
in the Chriſtian Faich. It is alſo to be wiſhed, 
that to prevent Prejudices for the future, againſt 
them, That all Miniſters were required by their 
reſpective Ordinaries, to admit of none for God- 
fathers or Godmothers, but ſuch as are qualified, 
according to what is required in the Twenty 
Ninth Canon. | a 
Prop. 8. That no Minifers be obliged to refuſe the 
Lord's Supper to any, of whoſe Fitneſs (both in reſpect 
of the Knowledge and Prattice of Religion) for that 
Ordinance they are ſatisfied, only becauſe they ſcrnple 
to receive it kneeling, | | 

It is confeſſed, the Church of England, by the 
cautionary Rubrick added at the End of the Com- 
munion, have given ſuch a fair Account of this 
Poſture, and have fo fully vindicated themſelves 
from any ſuſpicions of favouring the Romiſh Ido- 
latry, that no Man has any juſt and reaſonable 
Ground to refuſe to receive it in that Poſture. 


But yet ſeeing ſome very pious Perſons are pre- 
 Jadicsd againſt it, as * the Superſtition 
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of the Papiſts; and that it is evident from Anti- 
quity that Kneeling at the Supper was not then 
in ule; as alſo that the ſitting Poſture, it is pofli- 
ble, if all Things are conſidered, may agree very 
well with the nature of the Inſtitution, it is but 
reaſonable our weak Brethren ſhould be born with 
in this matter; and that Miniſters may be left to 
ſuch a freedom, that they may not be obliged to 
reſufe any that Ordinance, barely upon the ac- 
count of the Poſture uſed in receiving it. And 
now I am ſpeaking of this Head, I wiſh it might 
be conſidered, whether the Reaſon made: uſe of 
by Biſhop Ridley in his Viſitation An. Dom. 1550. 
for the Lord's Board being made every where 
within his Dioceſe after the falhion of a Table, 
and not of an Altar, may not be as cogent now 
as it was then; and whether or no ſome uniform 
Order throughout the Kingdom, as to this mat - 
ter, may not hinder and prevent many Differen- 
ces, Which are now apt to ariſe upon this account 
between Miniſters and their Pariſhioners, where- 
by the Succeſs of the Goſpel is very much hin- 
dred and obſtructed. | _ 1A 
Prop. 9. That the Surplice be either taken away, or 
at leaſt the Uſe of it left indifferent. + L 

Tho' Charity ſhou'd oblige all Men to believe, 
that the firſt Deſign of enjoining that Garment to 
be worn by thoſe who are in Orders, at the time 
of their officiating, was innocent; and that no 
more was intended thereby, but to put Miniſters 
in mind of tlrat purity of Heart with which they 
ought at all times to draw -nigh unto God, but 
more eſpecially. in his own. Houſe; yet becauſe 
it is a Garment, the ſingularicy of Which gives 
great Offence to many ſerious and pious Chri- 
ſtians, who do not only think it decent, but ne- 


ceſſary, that thoſe who are ſeparated from the 
| | World 
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World to the Service of God, ſhould be diſtin- 
guiſhed from others by a grave Habit, agreeable to 
their Function; it were to be wiſhed, that the 
Uſe of it were either aboliſhed, or left indifferent. 
Theſe think it lawful for the Magiſtrate to enjoin 
what Habit he ſees convenient for their conſtant 
Wear; but yet they cannot think it neceſſary, 
lawful, or convenient, for any to appoint any 
ſpecial and diſtinct Habit to be worn by Mini- 
fters at the time of their officiating in Holy Things 
only, and not at other times allo. Neither can 
they ſee any Reaſon; why that, or any other 
Garment, ſhould be appropriated to one part of 
the Service, and not another: They think that 
this looks like making of holy Garments, and as 
tho' the Garments did recommend the Worſhip 
unto God; which they cannot but look upon as 
an Error, injurious to the Honour of Almighty 
God, as tho He regarded the Veſtments in which 
he was worſhipped, more than the Worſhip it 
ſelf ; and pernicious to che Souls of Men, as tend- 
ing to enconrage them to truſt more to the Prieſt's 
Garments for Acceptance, than to the Intereeſ- 
ſion of Chriſt, or the Preparation of their own 
Hearts. It is not my Buſineſs to engage in this 
Quarrel, by determining whether they are in the 
right or no: For ſuppoſing they are in the wrong, 
which perchance they may be; yet ſeeing the 
Matter is of ſo ſmall moment in the Church's 
Account, and ſo offenſive to many ſerious Chri- 
ſtians, it is unreaſonable to make it a matter of 
Contention any longer. To prevent which, it is 
propoſed, that the Uſe thereof be either wholl 

laid aſide, or at leaſt left indifferent in all Pariſh 
Churches. = n 
Prop. 10. Whereas it « a Diſpute, Whether an Or- 
dination to the Office and Work of the Miniſtry by Pres- 


byſters 
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byters only, without the Concurrence of the Biſhop, be 
not valid; and, on the other hand, certain, that it is 
not Regular, according to the preſent: Diſcipline of the 
Church of England: To avoid all Coniention therefore 
about this matter, and that the Church of England 
may evidence ber Zeal for Union, and the Veneration 
ſhe has for the Reformed Churches abroad, whoſe Mi- 
niſters are ordained by Presbyters only, and yet main- 
tain ber own Authority: and Order in the Adminiſtra- 
tion of ber own Diſcipline, this Medium is propoſed ; 
That whereas, in the Ordination of Prieſts in the Ghurcb 
of England; Thoſe to be ordained are not only by Prayer 
and Impoſition of the Biſbops and Prieſts Hands ſolemnly 
conſecrated unto, and :inveſted with the Order of Prieſt- 
hood, in thoſe Words, Receive the Holy Ghoſt, G. 
but are alſo by the delivery of a Bible unto them parti- 
'cularly aut horix d to execute that Office in that particu- 
lar Congregation; to which they are lawfully appointed, 
in thoſe Words, Take thou Authority to preach the 
Word, &c. By which latter Action and Words the 
Perſon ordained is not inveſted with the Office of a Pres- 
byter, which was done by the former Rite and Words, 
but is only authorized legally to do the Work of bis Of- 
fice in that Pariſh, where the Providence of God doth 
place bim: It is propoſed, That all ſuch Perſons, who 
have been ordained by Faſting and Prayer, with the 
Impoſition of the Hands of Presbyters only, and who 
have Teſtimonials of ſuch their Ordination, az alſo of 
their pious and peaceable Lives and Converſations, ſhall 
not be obliged in the former manner, and by the former 
words, to ſubmit to @ Re-ordination to the Office and 
Work of the Miniſtry in general; but ſhall be, by the 
laying on of the Hands of the Biſhop only, in the lat- 
ter manner aud words, only authorized to exerciſe their 
Miniſtry in that Place and Church to which they are 
called; and that by virtue of this their legal Admiſſion 
to the Work of the Miniſtry in this manner, they * 
1 be 
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be as fully enabled to accept of and poſſeſs any Eccleſia- 
ſtical Benefice and Promotion in the Church, either with, 
or without the Cure of Souls, as tho they bad been or- 
dained in the uſual way and manner. It is alſo further 
propos d, that (whereas Ordination by the Biſhop and 
his Presbyters, is the Regular way of Admiſſion to the 
Office of the Miniſtry in the Church of England) to 
preſerve her Order and Diſcipline intire and inviolable, 
tho this Indulgence be (for the promoting an Union a- 
mong Proteſtants) granted to thoſe already ordained by 
Presbyters only ; yet it ſhall extend no further, that ſo 
ber Order may be preſerved for the future ; and Diſor- 
der, and the Contempt of ber Authority may be pre- 
vented. d e dus | 

This Propoſal, as it is of the greateſt Length, 
ſo alſo is it of the greateſt Import and Concern. 
The Matter of Ordination being the greateſt Dif- 
ficulty to be. ſurmounted in effecting an Union 
betwixt all reaſonable and peaceable Proteſtants: 
This is that which thoſe of both Sides are moft 
zealous about. The Church-men plead, That the 
Ordination of the Diſſenters is done in a Schiſm, 
and without any lawful Authority, in oppoſition 
to the eſtabliſhed Order of the National Church; 
and that it is done without the Conſent and Con- 
currence of the Biſhop, who in the Engliſh Church 
has the chief Juriſdiction in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, 
without whoſe Concurrence therefore Ordina- 
tion, which is an Act of Juriſdiction, cannot be 
done: That therefore the Ordination received 
from the Hands of the Diſſenters, as null in it 
ſelf, and contrary to the eſtabliſhed Order and 
Government of che Church of - Eng/and, ' ought 
to be reiterated and renewed. The Diſſenters, 
on the other hand, plead; That ſuppoſing they 
were ordained in a Schiſm, that yet their Or- 
dination is valid and good, being done by the 
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Presbytery, or thoſe who execute the Office of 
Presbyters, in that way which is required by 
the Scriptures, viz. by Faſting, Prayer, and Im- 
poſition of Hands. That therefore there is the 
ſame Reaſon for the Re-baptizing: of thoſe who 
are not Baptized by thoſe of the Church of Eng- 
land, which yet they do not allow of, as there is 
for Re- ordaining thoſe who are not Ordained by 
the Church-men. They argue farther, That ma- 
ny of the Reformed Churches abroad ordain their 
Miniſters by the ſame Church-Officers, as the Diſ- 
ſenters do in England; and that therefore if our 
Ordination here in England be null, theirs alſo 
muſt be null; and by conſequence they can have 
no Ordinances, and are no Churches, as having no 
Miniſters, who are an integral Part of the viſible 
Church. That therefore tho' (if the Conſequence 
of the Action reached no farther than themſelves) 
they might for Peace-ſake ſubmic to be Re- ordai- 
ned; yet they can never be induced to do that, 
which is in effect to Un- church ſo great à part of 
the Reformation, and which muſt ot neceſſity put 
a Weapon into the Hands of the Papiſts againſt 
them; for which Reaſons, tho they would do what 
lies in them for the promoting the Peace and 
Welfare of our Engliſh-1fracl, they cannot ſubmit 
to be Re -· ordained. Theſe are the Arguings of ei- 
ther Side. And after all that can be ſaid, it muſt 
be confeſſed to be a nice Point, and that on ei- 
ther Side there are Difficulties not to be ſurmount- 
ed, but by Men of an extenſive Charity. It muſt 
be conſeſſed, That there is great Strength in the 
Arguments on either Side. The Arguments of 
the Diſſenters are ſuch, that it will be a difficult 
matter for any to condemn their Miniſtry as a 
Nullity, without condemning the Miniſtry of ma- 
ny parts of the Reformation beyond the Seas as a 
31 | : | Nullity 
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Nullity alſo. There is, on the other hand, ſo 
much Force and Strength in the Arguments 
made uſe of by the Church-men, as do manifeft 
and ſhew, that if the Miniflry of the Diſſenters 
is not a Nullity in it ſelf, that yet their Admiſ- 
ſion to it was irregular, as contrary to the Or- 
der and Diſcipline of the Church of England. 
The only way: therefore, if this Difference be 
ever compoſed, of doing it, will be by picch- 
ing upon ſuch a Medium, whereby a due Vene- 
ration for the Miniſtry of the Reformed Church- 
es abroad may be manifeſted, and a ſtrict Re- 
gard may be had to the Honour and Order 
of the Engliſh Church; whereby the Obje- 
ions of either Party may be anſwered; and the 
Scruples of reaſonable Men ſatisfied. This (with 
the greateſt Submiſſion to theſe who ſhall think 
otherwile) I believe the Medium offer'd in this 
Propoſal would do: For by: this Medium there is 
abundant Care taken, on the one Hand, to ſatis- 
ſie the Diſſenters; and, on the other Hand, to 
maintain the Authority and Order of the Church 
of Eagland; and on both Hands, to manifeſt the 
reſpect we in England have for all the Reformed 
Churches abroad, whether their Miniſters are or- 
dained by Biſhops or Presbyrers. There is ſuch 
a Mixture of Submiſhon:to the Church on the 
Diſſenters part, and of Clemency and Conde- 
ſcenſion on the Churches part; that I can fee no 
reaſon, why any on either fide ſhould ſtand out 
any longer upon this account. By this Medium, 
Care is taken to preſerve the Authority and 
Order of the Church inviolable, and free from 
Contempt; and yet room left for a perfect and 
compleat Freedom of Thought as to every Man's 
private Sentiments of this Matter. I ſhall only 
add this further, That if any ſhall think that a 
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Schiſm doth nullify Orders, and that therefore 
the Orders of the Diſſenters muft neceſſarily be 
a Nullity, and their Miniſters for that Reaſon 
no more than Lay Perſons ; To theſe I ſhall pro- 
poſe the Charity of the Romwiſh Church ( whoſe 
Charity we all know is not very great) for an 
Example ; She hasalways, in her cool Thoughts, 
judged otherwiſe thag theſe Gentlemen do : For 
it is the Judgment of that Church, That Schiſm 
is no Bar to the Validity of any Perſon's Orders; 
and therefore in the Days of Queen Mary, they 
did not Re ordain thoſe, who had been ordained 
before in the Days of her Father and Brother, 
tho' thoſe Days were eſteemed by that Church 
a Time of Schiſm ; but did only ſupply what was 
wanting in their Ordination, by the Addition of 
thoſe Romiſh Rites, which were omitted by the 
Reformers. And to this Day they do not ordain 
thoſe again, who are ordained in the Greek Chm- 
munion, tho' they judge them to be as much 
Schiſmaticks as the Proreſtants are. And there- 
fore I would hope, that the Church of England 
has as much Charity for the Engliſh. Diſſenters, 
as the Romiſh Church has for thoſe who diſſent 
from her. But if theſe ſhould think, that the 
Reaſon why the Papiſts did not reject Ordination, 
tho' done in a Schiſm, was becauſe they looked 
upon it as a Sacrament; they would do well to 
confider, that we have abundantly more Ancient 
Teſtimonies of the Churches Practice in this re- 
ſpect. A learned Divine of the Exgliſi Church 
(ho tho' not of the firſt Rank, yet is numbred 
among her Dignitaries) aſſures us, that the An- 
cient Church made a great difference between 
thoſe ordained by Hereticks, and thoſe ordained 
by Schiſmaticks only. Of which he gives us this 
memorable Inſtance, That, Aelitus an Egyptian 
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Biſhop having Schiſmatically ordained ſeveral 
Perſons, the Synod then convened at Nice deter- 


mined, that in regard AMelitus was no Heretick, 


only a Schiſmatick, the Orders of thoſe ordained 
by him ſhould not be declared Null ; but that 
being confirmed by Alexander their proper Me- 
tropolican, they ſhould be admitted ro Commu- 
nion, and the Exerciſe of their ſeveral Miniſtries. 
This was long before that Conceic, of Orders 
being a Sacrament, was thought on. 

Prop. 11. That the Power of the Keys be ſo intire- 
ly put into the Hands of the Clergy, that no Layman 
be permitted to exerciſe any Eccleſiaſtical Furiſdiction, 
by Cenſures, Suſpenſions, or Excommunications ; but 
that in all thoſe Inſtances, wherein the Church is per- 
mitted to exerciſe her Power by the Laws, it be per- 


formed and executed by Spiritual Perſons. It is fur- 


ther propoſed, that there be none ſuffered to commute by 
buying off the Penalty, in ſuch Caſes and Crimes where 


Pablict Penance ought to be done ; becauſe ſuch Commu- 


tations are prejudicial, and a very great Diſcauragement 


t 4 Reformation of Manners. 


It has, and doth ſtill continue to be a very 


great Eye-ſore in the Eyes of many high Church- 


men, that ſo great a part of the Power of the 


Keys is lodged in the Hands of the Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts, which moſtly conſiſt of Lay-men. This 


they cannot but look upon asa very great Bur- 
then: For tho they judge, that the Civil State 
may determine in what Caſes the Charch ſhall 
exert her Power; yet they judge that the Power 
ſhe is allowed to exert, ought to be exercis'd by 
Spiritual Perſons, to whom that Power ſeems to 
be in a ſpecial manner committed in the Goſpel. 

hey therefore wiſn chat Excommunication, 
which is the inoſt folemn Act of Diſcipline in the 


Church, might never be denounced againſt any, 
iſ N 2 bur 


( 92 ) 

but for very urgent Reaſons, viz. For the obſti- 
nate denyal of ſome important Article of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, or the wilful perſiſting in any no- 
toriouſly ſcandalous Practice, after due Exhortation 
to the contrary. And as they wiſh it might never 
be -yronounced but for very urgent Reaſons, ſo 
all cnat it might be the laft Remedy the Church 
makes uſe of; and that when-ever it is uſed, that 
it be done in a very ſolemn manner, and attend- 
ed with Prayer and Faſting for the Offender's re- 
Claiming. And if theſe things were ' obſerved, 
I doubt not, but that the Spiritual Weapons of 
the Church, which are now deſpiſed by the Pro- 
phane, to which their too common uſe has not a 
lictle: contributed, would again grow terrible to 
Offenders. The latter part of this Propoſal is 
abſolutely. neceſſary, to prevent the ſenſible 
growthi'of open Wickedneſs. . * 
Prop. 12. Li propoſed, That in Caſes of Scandal 

end Impiety committed by Miniſters,” the Biſhop, with 
the Cleigy of the Deanery, where the Offence is charged 
pon the aecuſed Perſon'to be committed, ſhall try and de- 
termine of all ſuch Accuſations ; and upon proof of any 
ſeandalous and impious Practices, committed by any 
Clergy man contrary to the Canons, and unbecoming bis 
Miniſtry, the Biſhop ſhall- have full Power to ſuſpend 
ex Beneficio & Officio every ſuch Minifter ; as alſo 
to oriler the Profits of every ſuch Living to be applyed 
for the Payment of another to ſupply the place, until 
ſuch time as the offending Miniſter ſhall in the preſence 
of four Mini ſters acknowledge bis fault to the Biſhop, 
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a promile amendment of Life for the future. Tt is 
alſo propoſed, That to this purpoſe the Biſhop ſhall yearly 
viſit bis Clergy in every Deanery, to inquire into, and 
determine all Things of this Nature. Ie is alſo further. 
propoſed, That for the Biſhop's bitter Information, as to 
the Lives of the Clergy withtn bis Dioceſs, the Biſhop. 
ſha ' appoint one or mere ſeber and grave Clergy-men in 
STR ; * „ $1 Be * . 8 ever} 
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every Deanery, whoſe Office it ſhall be to receive all In= 
formations or Preſentments, which ſhall by. any within 
the Deanery be made againſt their Miniſters ; and if the 
Matter be againſt any of the Canons, to bind over the 
Accuſers to make god, and the Accuſed to anſwer the 
Charge alledged againſt him, to the Biſhop at bis An- 
nua] Viſitation. _ 

This whole Propoſition is deſigned for the pre- 
venting Immorality in the Clergy, than which 
there is nothing more prejudicial to Religion, 
Examples are of more force than Precepts. And 
tho'a Man talk like an Angel of Light in the Pul- 

1 pit; yet if out of it he behaves himſelf like a 
Fiend of Hell, it cannot be expected that his 
Preaching ſhould have any great Influeace upon 

"WM the Lives of his Hearers, It muft be owned, 

D that there are very many excellent Men and Mi- 

* niſters, who are the Ornaments of our Church; 

but yet there are many alſo, who by Drunken- 
neſs, and other enormous Crimes, are the ſhame 
of their Function. The Impunity of theſe is 
both a Diſparagement, and a Detriment to the 
Church. It is therefore neceſſary, that ſuch care 
ſhould be taken to puniſh the Immoralities which 
abound. among the Clergy, that may make them 
watchful over their own Lives. I doubt not but 

1 the R. R. Biſhops would, if they knew who th 

were, ſeverely puniſh them; but the Largenels 
of their Dioceſes renders it impoſſible for them 
to have a perſonal knowled ge of their Clexgies 

Behaviour: And. therefore it is neceſſary, that 

ſome Means ſhould be afforded them, whereby 
they may receive ſome Aſſiſtance in the Govern- 
meat of the Churches committed to their Care in, 
this reſpect. It is true, this Matter is now in- 
truſted with the Eccleſiaſtical Courts; but their 

Intereſt lies ſo much to connive at theſe chings, 

rn rl OA Ein LIGHT 1 ESE III +32 wah at 


Wi 


T1 nTOnjgJ Ti 1 


ks tae ao .v» wy, %®©MQ wn SS IR 9 R. Wow 


; 
x 


W 
that it is found by Experience to be to no purpoſe 
to complain of any thing in that Court; for a 
little Money will ſtifle the matter, tho' it be ne- 
ver ſo hainous and wicked. It is therefore but re- 
ſonable, that for the more effæctual puniſhment of 
Vicc in the Clergy, ſome may be in all parts of 
the Dioceſs appointed by the Biſhop to be his 
Aſſiſtants in ſuſpe&ing the Manners of the Cler- 
y; who by their pious and exemplary Lives may 
et a good Example to the Neighbouring Clergy, 
and who by their Preſence and Authority may 
overaw the Vitious. o | 
Prop. 13. I is propoſed, That thoſe, who have at [ 
preſent Meetings, and ſhall comply with the Terms pro- 
poſed, ſhall be ſuffered to continue in the Pariſhes where, 
they are, to preach as Lecturers, at the charge of their 
Hearers, until ſuch time as they may be otherwiſe pro- 
vided for. | 
This is not deſigned to be any Prejudice to the 
Parochial Rights of any Incumbent, where at pre- [ 
ſent there is a Meeting of Diſſenters; but only to 
provide for the Support of thoſe, whoſe peaceable 
Diſpoſitions ſhall incline them to Conform, un- 
til they ſhall be provided for by ſome ſettled Cure 
ä a 4. Th hel ; 
Prop. 14. It is Laſtly propoſed, That thoſe, who 
cannot ng 77 Conſcience A the Terms propo- | 
fed, but get do.profeſs the belief of the Chriſtian Faith 
contained in the Doctrinal Articles of the Church of 
England, ſhould enjoy the Benefit of the preſent Ad 
of Toleration, with his Proviſo, That their Preachers 
om no other Employ, but their Preaching or Teach- 
ing. It is further propoſed, That none be any more to- 
Berated, who are either Papiſts, or deny the Doctrinal 
Articles of the Church of England. | 
The Deſign of this Propoſal, is to find out ſuch 
7 an Expedient, that the Church may not lie rol 
= | | | er 
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der the Imputation of perſecuting her weak Bre- 
thren, and yet may preſerve her Doctrine and 
Diſcipline free from groſs Corruptions. It is im- 

ſſible, that all thoſe who profeſs the Chriſtian 
Faith, ſhould be in all things of the ſame Mind; 
we may as ſoon expect, that all Men ſhould have 
the ſame Phy ſiognomy and Countenance, as this; 
and therefore, tho it be neceſſary, that notorious 
Depravers of our Faith, and ſuch who cauſe wil- 
ful and unneceſſary Diviſions in the Church, 


ſhould be cenſured according to the Nature of 
their Crimes; yet it is alſo neceſſary, that thoſe - 


who are weak in the Faith, and differ from us in 


no ſubſtantial Point of Religion, but only in 
ſome leſſer Matters ſhould be born and dealt 


with according to that Tenderneſs, which our 


Redeemer himſelf has manifeſted towards the Souls 
of Men. The Reſtrictions added to theſe Propo- 
ſals, are deſigned to prevent the growth of Ana- 


baptiſtry and Quakeriſm ; the one whereof, by 


putting up every Tradeſman, who is ſo conceited 
of himſelf, as to believe himſelf able to be a 
Preacher, into the Pulpit, is endeavouring to ſup- 
plant and undermine the very Order of the Mi- 


Man, is endeavouring to deprave the Faith once 
delivered to the Saints. 

Thus have I faithfully propoſed what I thinkis 
both neceſſary, and.will very much contribute 
to the healing of our Breaches : And, I pray God 
incline the Hearts of thoſe, in whoſe Power it is to com- 
poſe our Differences, to do thoſe things which may make 
for Peace, 


FINIS, 
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